
BOSTON – Tuesday, October 28, 2014 – The Patrick Administration’s Department of
Agricultural Resources (DAR) today announced $300,000 in funding for seven Buy Local
Groups to enhance agriculture in communities across Massachusetts.

“Buy Local groups create and foster a successful, personal relationship between regional
agriculture and their communities,” said DAR Commissioner Greg Watson. “The Patrick
Administration is thrilled to support these organizations and looking forward to the central
Massachusetts region benefitting from the Buy Local movement.”

Regional Buy Local groups connect farmers to their surrounding communities and vice
versa. Buy Local groups began in 1993 in the Pioneer Valley and are committed to the
idea that knowing where your food comes from makes both good health and economic
sense. Originally formed to identify and address marketing challenges in specific
geographical communities across the Commonwealth, these groups have grown as a
sustainable business movement that includes innovative marketing and educational
programs.

One of the approved projects submitted by the Central Massachusetts Regional Planning
Commission (CMRPC) and the Montachusett Regional Planning Commission (MRPC),
will work together to establish a new Buy Local group in Worcester County where there
is not currently an established presence.  

“Central Massachusetts not only has some of the state’s most pristine sceneries but
amazing local farms,” said Senator Michael O. Moore. “This grant funding will allow the
Central Massachusetts Regional Planning Commission to promote and to spread the
word about buying local agricultural products. Buying locally not only helps support local
businesses and residents, but also ensures consumers will have access to healthy and
fresh farm grown products.”

"The ‘Buy Local’ initiative is something we have vigorously supported since coming into
the legislature in 2011,” said Representative Chris Markey. “Supplying our farmers with
the resources they need is essential to local agriculture and the Southeastern
Massachusetts Agricultural Partnership has done a great job of doing so throughout the
South Coast.  We are pleased to have supported these grants in the legislature and even
more excited to see them at work in the South Coast."

The organizations receiving awards are as follows:

Central Massachusetts Regional Planning Commission (CMRPC) and the
Montachusett Regional Planning Commission (MRPC) will receive $60,000 to
facilitate the start of Central Mass Grown, a central Massachusetts Buy Local group that
will build business relationships with local farmers, consumers, institutions and like-
minded organizations; as well as promote and build awareness of farm products grown
and produced in central Massachusetts. CMRPC and MRPC are headquartered in
Worcester and Fitchburg, respectively.

For Immediate Release - October 28, 2014

Patrick Administration Awards Grants to Support
Massachusetts Agriculture



Community Involved in Sustaining Agriculture (CISA) will receive $60,000 to
enhance the Buy Local efforts in Franklin, Hampden and Hampshire counties to increase
awareness of agriculture and encourage purchases of local farm products. CISA is
headquartered in South Deerfield.

Southeastern Massachusetts Agricultural Partnership (SEMAP) will receive
$50,000 to support and strengthen local agriculture in southeastern Massachusetts
through technical assistance and marketing services, in partnership with Buy Fresh Buy
Local Cape Cod, Martha’s Vineyard Island Grown Schools and Sustainable Nantucket.
SEMAP is headquartered in Wareham.

Northeast Harvest will receive $40,000 to increase the recognition of Massachusetts
agriculture in the northeastern region (Essex and Middlesex counties) by working directly
with growers, youth, farm businesses and consumers. Northeast Harvest is
headquartered in Topsfield.

Sustainable CAPE - Center for Agricultural Preservation and Education will
receive $35,000 to attract and partner with traditional and non-traditional groups to
support, promote and purchase locally grown agriculture in the Outer Cape region of
southern Massachusetts. Sustainable Cape Cod is headquartered in Truro.

Sustainable Business Network (SBN) will receive $30,000 to increase local food
sales and business collaborations across Massachusetts through the Boston Local Food
Festival which aims to promote “Healthy Local Food for All” annual event. SBN is
headquartered in Cambridge.

Berkshire Grown will receive $25,000 to produce six holiday farmers’ markets
promoting local agriculture to meet the demand and increase of seasonal products year-
round. Berkshire Grown is headquartered in Great Barrington.

There are now a total of ten Buy Local groups across the Commonwealth who offer
members and consumers a variety of resources. From technical assistance information to
the newest recipes, consumers farmers and food producers alike can find resources to
help them grow, buy, cook and eat wholesome locally grown products.
Visithttp://www.mass.gov/agr/massgrown/buy-locals.htm for a complete list.

The Patrick Administration is committed to growing the agriculture economy. More than
$55 million has been invested in the APR program, resulting in the permanent protection
of more than 180 farms and more than 10,000 acres. In addition, $7 million has been put
towards farmer training, business development, on-farm energy efficiency and more. The
Commonwealth has also launched one of the nation’s first state-funded urban farming
initiatives, ranks fifth in the nation for direct market sales, hosts 134 farmers’ markets that
accept SNAP and since 2007 has seen a 95 percent increase in Community Supported
Agriculture (CSA) and growth in agri-tourism sales of 127 percent.

DAR’s mission is to ensure the long-term viability of agriculture in Massachusetts.
Through its four divisions – Agricultural Conservation & Technical Assistance, Agricultural
Markets, Animal Health, and Crop and Pest Services – DAR strives to support, regulate
and enhance the rich diversity of the Commonwealth’s agricultural community to promote
economically and environmentally sound food safety and animal health measures, and
fulfill  agriculture’s role in energy conservation and production. For more information, visit
DAR’s website at www.mass.gov/agr, and/or follow at twitter.com/mdarcommish.
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