
SALEM – Tuesday, November 25, 2014 – Massachusetts Energy and Environmental
Affairs (EEA) Secretary Maeve Vallely Bartlett today announced more than $1.4 million in
investments for parks, open space and recreation improvements in five northeastern
Massachusetts communities.

The announcements were made in Salem, where a Parkland Acquisitions and
Renovations for Communities (PARC) grant of $192,000 will fund the creation of a multi-
use trail bordering Cat Cove, improvements to the boat launch parking area, development
of interpretive signage and installation of native plantings at the Winter Island Scenic
Trail.

“The Patrick Administration is committed to improving our parks and open spaces across
the Commonwealth,” said Secretary Bartlett. “Under Governor Patrick’s leadership we
have invested in access to critical access to recreation for residents in every kind of
community. In addition to protecting the Commonwealth’s natural resources, these
investments will create economic growth across the region.”

The PARC Program (formerly the Urban Self-Help Program) was established in 1977 to
assist cities and towns in acquiring and developing land for park and outdoor recreation
purposes. Any community with an up-to-date Open Space and Recreation Plan is eligible
to apply for the program.  The Conservation Partnership Program provides funding to
assist non-public, not-for-profit corporations in acquiring interests in lands suitable for
conservation or recreation purposes

Since taking office, Governor Patrick has made a historic investment of more than $360
million in land conservation focused on three goals: investing in urban parks, preserving
working farms and forests and protecting large natural landscapes for habitat. This
investment has resulted in the permanent protection of more than 125,000 acres of land
and the renovation or creation of more than 210 parks. The new parks and open space
created are within a 10 minute walk of 1.5 million residents – about a quarter of the
Commonwealth’s population.

The 2014 Grants for northeastern Massachusetts are:
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Salem Winter Island
Scenic Trail PARC $192,404

The project will
include the
creation of a
scenic multi-use
trail bordering
Cat Cove,
development of
interpretive
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signage, native
plantings,
installation of site
amenities and
improvements to
the boat launch
parking area.

Beverly
Camp
Paradise
Acquisition

PARC $400,000

This grant will be
used to acquire
an 11.8 acre
parcel of land
that was formerly
a Girl Scout
camp.

Newbury and
the Essex
County
Greenbelt
Association

Devils Den Conservation
Partnership $85,000

This grant will be
used to acquire a
27 acre property,
which contains
rare and
sensitive wetland
habitats and
Colonial-era
limestone quarry.

Lawrence

South
Lawrence
Recreational
Complex

PARC $400,000

This project will
include the
construction of
an irrigated
natural turf field,
which will be
used for a variety
of recreational
activities.
Upgrades will
also be made to
the infields of
two baseball
diamonds.

Lynn
Lynn
Common
Improvements

PARC $400,000

 This project will
include the
restoration of
walkways in the
small common,
upgrades to
benches and
fencing,
installation of
underground
electric conduit
and granite mile



markers for both
commons.

Previously, Secretary Bartlett announced more than $10.2 million in grants for 39 park,
recreation, open space and drinking water projects throughout Greater Boston, central,
western and southeastern Massachusetts communities.


