
NORTH ADAMS – Monday, November 10, 2014 – Patrick Administration officials today
announced $500,000 in funding to improve the Hoosic River in downtown North Adams,
where concrete flood control walls are nearing the end of their lifespan.

The project will naturalize the river and its banks while maintaining crucial protection from
major rain events. Funds will be distributed through the Department of Fish and Game’s
(DFG) Division of Ecological Restoration (DER). Staff at DER have been working with the
Hoosic River Revival, the City of North Adams and other partners since 2008 in an effort
to revitalize the river.

“The Department recognizes the great habitat value of the Hoosic River as an important
cold water resource that sustains brook trout and unique populations of fish and wildlife,”
said DFG Commissioner Mary Griffin. “We are proud to support this project and the city
of North Adams.”

The Hoosic River flows north out of Cheshire through Adams and into North Adams.
Portions of the river were lined in concrete after major flood events in the 1930’s and
1940’s, with the intent of protecting the city from future flood events. The revitalization
work will use cutting edge flood control techniques and improve the river, habitat and
aesthetics of North Adams through an innovative redesign of the 60-year-old concrete
chutes.

The Hoosic River Revival, a nonprofit river advocacy group, has spearheaded much of
the work in partnership with the city, local groups and DER. A recent study from the
Williams College Center for Creative Community Development estimates that the pilot
project will generate $13.8 million in economic impact in Berkshire County, $12.5 million
in North Adams and adjacent towns and create 108 short-term jobs.

DER worked with Cascade School Supplies to successfully remove the Briggsville Dam
on the North Branch of the Hoosic River in 2012, the largest dam removed to date in
Massachusetts.

“Today’s announcement furthers the partnership between North Adams and the state’s
environmental agencies,” said Senator Benjamin B. Downing. “These capital funds will
help us to be better stewards of the Hoosic River and plan for a revitalized riverfront
throughout the City’s downtown.”

“This is great news for the City of North Adams as well as for those who have worked so
very hard on the Hoosic River Revival project. I am very excited to see this move
forward not only to address in a very real way our aging flood control infrastructure, but
to do that in a safe and environmentally friendly way,” said North Adams Mayor Richard
Alcombright. “Additionally and from my perspective, this effort is as much about economic
development as it is about providing continued flood protection and restoring some of the
natural amenities around such a precious resource. I thank the Governor and our
delegation for their support and for all they have done to help in the revitalization not
only of our river but of our City.”
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“We are thrilled to receive such generous support from State officials, and we are
honored to have them working so closely with us on a project which will save the city
from flooding while improving both the quality of the river and the quality of community
life along the river,” said Judy Grinnell, President of the Hoosic River Revival.

Since taking office, Governor Deval Patrick has made a historic investment of more than
$360 million in land conservation focused on three goals: investing in urban parks,
preserving working farms and forests and protecting large natural landscapes for habitat.
This investment has resulted in the permanent protection of more than 125,000 acres of
land and the renovation or creation of more than 190 parks. The new parks and open
space created are within a 10 minute walk of 1.5 million residents – about a quarter of
the Commonwealth’s population.

###

Follow EEA's Secretary Bartlett on Twitter — View EEA's photos on Flicker — View
EEA's videos on YouTube

View EEA's Energy Smarts blog — View EEA's The Great Outdoors blog — Visit
EEA'swebsite

100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900, Boston, MA 02114-2119
617-626-1000 (office) / 617-626-1181 (fax)

http://www.twitter.com/masseea
http://www.flickr.com/photos/masseea/sets/
http://www.youtube.com/MassEEA
http://www.mass.gov/blog/energy
http://www.mass.gov/blog/environment
http://www.mass.gov/eea

