
NEWTON – Tuesday, December 2, 2014 – Massachusetts Energy and Environmental
Affairs (EEA) Secretary Maeve Vallely Bartlett and Newton Mayor Setti Warren today
celebrated the ribbon cutting of Emerson Playground. Continuing the Patrick
Administration’s commitment to investing in parks and open space, the playground
underwent a renovation with funding from Governor Patrick’s Our Common Backyards
program.

“The Patrick Administration has worked with cities and towns across the Commonwealth
to create or improve recreational opportunities,” said Secretary Bartlett. “Open space and
outdoor recreation investments are a critical piece for building robust, healthy
communities.”

“Thanks to this grant program, we were able to work with the Commonwealth as well as
the Upper Falls Community to refurbish and rebuild this space. I am thrilled that
Emerson Playground will continue to be a popular destination for Upper Falls Families
and serve the programing needs of the Emerson Community Center,” said Mayor Setti
Warren.  

EEA provided the City of Newton with a $200,000 grant through the Our Common
Backyards program.  The grant was used to redesign and renovate Emerson Playground,
located in the Upper Falls neighborhood of Newton. Emerson Park is used by a day care
center, after-school program and a local senior center for outdoor recreation and
programming.  Construction began in August when the City demolished a deteriorating
wooden playground and replaced it with a new play structure, swings, resilient surfacing,
picnic tables, benches and pathways.

The Patrick Administration has allocated $10.2 million in capital funding to construct a
new playground or spray park, or renovate an existing one, in each of the
Commonwealth’s 54 cities.

The Our Common Backyards Grant Program was established by the Patrick
Administration with the goal of building a new playground or spray park in each of the
Commonwealth’s 54 cities. The program is helping cities create or renovate parks in the
neighborhoods that need them most, preferably Environmental Justice neighborhoods.
Each city is eligible to receive up to $200,000 in grant assistance.

Secretary Bartlett will be touring urban park investments across the state during the
month of December, with visits planned for Lawrence, Pittsfield, Springfield and
Worcester.

“This upgrade and renovation of the Emerson Playground will offer intergenerational
benefits to local residents for years to come,” said Senator Cynthia Creem.  “This grant
program is a great example of how a relatively small state investment can mean so much
to the quality of life in all our communities.”

"Investing in urban parks is a critical use of public dollars, and I am delighted that the
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Upper Falls neighborhood, and the larger Newton community will benefit from the state's
commitment to land conservation," said Representative Ruth B. Balser.

“I would like to thank Governor Patrick for his Common Backyards program and
congratulate Mayor Warren for his efforts on behalf of Newton’s Emerson Park,” said
Representative Kay Khan. “Playground improvements are vitally important to the
neighborhoods of Newton and this is a great contribution to the village of Newton Upper
Falls.”

“This is a great renovation for the children in the Newton Community,” said
Representative John Lawn.  “It is important for kids to spend time outdoors in a safe and
healthy environment.”

Since taking office, Governor Patrick has made a historic investment of more than $360
million in land conservation focused on three goals: investing in urban parks, preserving
working farms and forests and protecting large natural landscapes for habitat. This
investment has resulted in the permanent protection of more than 125,000 acres of land
and the renovation or creation of more than 210 parks. The new parks and open space
created are within a 10 minute walk of 1.5 million residents – about a quarter of the
Commonwealth’s population.


