
WORCESTER – Friday, December 19, 2014 – Massachusetts Energy and Environmental
Affairs (EEA) Secretary Maeve Vallely Bartlett and Worcester City Manager Ed Augustus
today toured Elm Park and Green Hill Park, park projects reflecting the more than $8.5
million invested in parks and open space in Worcester by the Patrick Administration.   

“Open space and outdoor recreation investments are a critical component of building
robust, healthy communities,” said Secretary Bartlett. “Governor Patrick has made urban
neighborhoods a top priority and the evidence of that is clear today in Worcester and
across the Commonwealth.”

“Making Worcester the healthiest city in New England by 2020 is the key goal of our
Community Health Improvement Plan, and a major priority for my administration. We
can’t do that without a strong commitment to parks and outdoor recreation,“ City
Manager Augustus said. “I want to thank the Governor’s administration for its
commitment to parks and open spaces here in Worcester.”

Through two Parkland Acquisition and Renovations for Communities (PARC) grants, the
Patrick Administration has invested $900,000 to make upgrades to Elm Hill Park in
Worcester.  This project included upgrades to park walkways to improve ADA
accessibility, as well as improvements to park entrances and the installation of a new
lighting system and benches. The two PARC grants complemented a larger City
investment of $2.3 million in capital funding for Elm Park.  The City is seeking additional
funding to complete the renovation of the park.

In November 2013, former EEA Secretary Rick Sullivan visited Worcester to announce
over $700,000 of funding in two projects, a $400,000 PARC grant to make a series of
renovations to Green Hill Park and a $329,000 Local Acquisitions for Natural Diversity
(LAND) grant to help acquire and protect 14 acres of land.  The LAND grant will greatly
improve neighborhood access to the nearby Crow Hill Conservation Area.

The PARC Program (formerly the Urban Self-Help Program) was established in 1977 to
assist cities and towns in acquiring and developing land for park and outdoor recreation
purposes.  Financed by the Massachusetts environmental bond fund, the program
supports land acquisition and the construction, or renovation, of recreation facilities –
such as playgrounds, spray parks, athletic fields and pools.

Worcester is one of seven cities to receive funding through the Governor’s Signature
Urban Parks program. Through these projects, the Patrick Administration seeks to
revitalize urban communities by opening up, or upgrading, green spaces for outdoor
recreation and improving access to natural resources such as waterways and historic
neighborhood landmarks.

To highlight the Patrick Administration’s strong commitment to recreation in the
Commonwealth’s cities, Secretary Bartlett toured investments across the state during the
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month of December with visits to Beverly, Boston, Newton, Lawrence, Pittsfield and
Springfield, as well as a remaining visit planned for Peabody.

"The PARC program plays a critical role in helping urban areas maintain open space and
by using this funding for ADA compliance, Worcester has ensured that all residents of
the city have equal access to these important natural resources," said Senator Michael
Moore.

"Some of the most important work we do in government is to create and take care of
public places,” said State Representative Mary S. Keefe. “It is great to see resources like
the Parc Grant coming to Worcester to improve two of our most used and free to the
public places; Green Hill and Elm Park."

Since taking office, Governor Patrick has made a historic investment of more than $360
million in land conservation focused on three goals: investing in urban parks, preserving
working farms and forests and protecting large natural landscapes for habitat. This
investment has resulted in the permanent protection of more than 125,000 acres of land
and the renovation or creation of more than 210 parks. The new parks and open space
created are within a 10 minute walk of 1.5 million residents – about a quarter of the
Commonwealth’s population. For the 26 Gateway Cities, the new conservation land and
parks are within a 10 minute walk of over 500,000 residents – about 33% of all
residents.


