
Providing links to trails to Pope John Paul II Park, Boston Harbor and more.

MATTAPAN—Monday, December 22, 2014 — Energy and Environmental Affairs (EEA)
Secretary Maeve Vallely Bartlett today joined Acting Secretary and CEO of MassDOT
Frank Depaola and Department of Conservation and Recreation Commissioner (DCR)
Jack Murray to break ground on Phase 2 of DCR’s Neponset River Greenway project, a
1.3-mile multi-use trail extending from Mattapan Square to Central Avenue in Milton.

The project will link two previously constructed segments of the trail, providing
pedestrians and bicyclists with a scenic, safe pathway from Neponset Valley Parkway in
Hyde Park to Pope John Paul II Park, Boston Harbor and more.

“Open space and outdoor recreation investments are a critical component of building
robust, healthy communities,” said Secretary Bartlett. “Governor Patrick has made urban
neighborhoods a top priority and the evidence of that is clear today in Mattapan and
across the Commonwealth. I thank the Massachusetts Department of Transportation for
their support of this project.”

“MassDOT is pleased to partner with DCR, and local stakeholders on this important
project,” said Secretary DePaola. “In keeping with MassDOT’s Healthy Transportation
and GreenDOT policies, the Neponset Greenway provides direct linkage with transit,
encourages physical activity and features energy-efficient amenities.”

The project will feature a canopy walk that will allow safe passage over the existing
trolley tracks in Mattapan, an arched bridge spanning the Neponset River, several small
footbridges, a 10-foot wide trail, bicycle racks, benches and other amenities. The trail will
also be accessible to people of all ages and abilities.

“DCR is committed to improving our parks and facilities across the Commonwealth,” said
Commissioner Murray. “The construction of the Neponset Greenway highlights the
Patrick Administration’s investment in our parks and open spaces. I thank Governor
Patrick for his dedication.”

The project will be funded with a $12 million investment from MassDOT and $2.8 million
from DCR for project design and permitting. DCR will manage maintenance of the trail
when it is complete. There has been a significant public participation in the project
design, dating back to the project master-planning in 2006. Construction is expected to
be complete in the summer of 2016.

“Since being elected in 2005, the completion of the Neponset River Greenway Trail has
been one of my top priorities,” said Senator Linda Dorcena Forry. “The greenway will
expand access to both area transit and local businesses. It will be a driving force for
economic development and employment opportunities, while improving the quality of life
in all of our neighborhoods,” continued Senator Forry. “I would like to thank Governor
Deval Patrick for consistently making the Neponset River Greenway Trail a part of his
vision for investing in open and public space. I also want to thank our community who
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worked diligently over many years to finalize this historic landmark. It has been a
privilege to advocate on your behalf. The Neponset River Greenway Trail is a treasure
that will be enjoyed for generations,” concluded Senator Forry.

“Working with Governor Patrick and past and current members of his administration,
including Rick Sullivan and Jack Murray, we have continued to open up the majestic
beauty of the Neponset River for passive and active recreational enthusiasts,” said
Senator Brian Joyce. “With this next step, we will ensure completion of the multi-use trail
from Castle Island in South Boston to the Great Blue Hill in Milton.”

"Today is about so much more than just the path or a recreational space. It is truly about
connecting communities, both Milton and Mattapan and all the way through to
Dorchester. This is the realization of a vision of Governor Patrick to connect our
communities," said Representative Daniel Cullinane. "I want to thank the hard working
community activists from Mattapan and the Neponset River Greenway Council for never
losing sight of this goal, never wavering for a moment. This day belongs to them, and
future residents are going to reap the benefits of their hard work."

"It is great that we have arrived at the day that the community has been advocating for
over the last 20 years that is no been made possible," said Representative Russell
Holmes. "This is really the jewel in the crown and shows the commitment of the Patrick
Administration, and is very appreciated."

In addition, the Neponset River Esplanade Extension Segment 1, which includes a half
mile section of multi-use trail from Truman Parkway to Neponset Valley Parkway in Hyde
Park, will be completed by summer of 2015. Construction started in last summer.

Since taking office, Governor Patrick has made a historic investment of more than $360
million in land conservation focused on three goals: investing in urban parks, preserving
working farms and forests and protecting large natural landscapes for habitat. This
investment has resulted in the permanent protection of more than 125,000 acres of land
and the renovation or creation of more than 210 parks. The new parks and open space
created are within a 10 minute walk of 1.5 million residents – about a quarter of the
Commonwealth’s population. For the 26 Gateway Cities, the new conservation land and
parks are within a 10 minute walk of over 500,000 residents – about 33 percent of all
residents.

###

Follow EEA's Secretary Bartlett on Twitter — View EEA's photos on Flicker — View
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View EEA's Energy Smarts blog — View EEA's The Great Outdoors blog — Visit
EEA'swebsite
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