
BOSTON – Tuesday, December 23, 2014 – Energy and Environmental Affairs (EEA)
Secretary Maeve Vallely Bartlett today announced $2.3 million in grant awards, through
EEA’s Landscape Partnership Program, to permanently protect 4,366 acres of land that
includes public water supplies, well-managed forestland, farmland and rare species
habitat. 
“Under the leadership of Governor Patrick, we have made historic gains in land
protection,” said Secretary Bartlett. “The Landscape Partnership Program is helping to
conserve more than 15,000 acres, encouraging strong private-public partnerships to
protect this precious space.”
 
The grants announced today support partnership projects that will be completed over the
next 18 months. The projects are located in Northfield, Petersham, Athol, Barre, Warwick
and Phillipston and will leverage more than $3.4 million in federal, private and community
funds and landowner donations.  
 
To qualify for Landscape Partnership grants, projects must include at least 500 acres,
allow public access and applicants must work in partnership with at least one other
eligible municipality, non-profit, or state agency. The projects receiving grants today
involve a spectrum of partners, including EEA, the Department of Conservation and
Recreation (DCR), six municipalities and three land trusts. The two projects receiving
awards are:

Quabbin Heritage Landscape Project

Awardees: Mount Grace Land Conservation Trust (lead), the Towns of
Petersham, Athol and Phillipston, DCR’s Division of Water Supply and the
East Quabbin Land Trust.
This $1.26 million grant will help protect 2,766 acres in four towns. The land includes
working forests, a 600-acre farm, rare species habitat and migration linkages and the
headwaters of the Quabbin Reservoir.  The project will also secure public access for
hiking and other passive recreation.  The parcels in this grant help to connect 130,000
acres of conservation land and habitat in the region.

Northfield Forest Conservation Project

Awardees: The Trust for Public Land, Town of Northfield, DCR.
This $1.1 million grant will help protect approximately 1,600 acres in Northfield and
Warwick. Once completed, this will be one of the largest contiguous tracts conserved in
recent memory. Directly abutting Warwick State Forest, this land will be managed by
DCR as part of Northfield State Forest and be permanently preserved for public
recreational access.  The forest’s rich variety of habitats and landforms have earned its
classification as a Critical Natural Landscape in the state’s habitat assessment program
and protection will help continue its service as an important habitat and outdoor
classroom. The project also includes almost the entire watershed of a drinking water
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supply.
 
Through the Landscape Partnership Program, the Patrick Administration is protecting
large landscapes with high value for wildlife, drinking water protection, forestry,
agriculture and recreation.  In addition, the program is implementing a top natural
resource recommendation in EEA’s 2011 Climate Change Adaptation Report:
conservation of large, unfragmented forests that serve as wildlife corridors. Funding for
this program is made available through the 2014 Environmental Bond.
 
Since taking office, Governor Patrick has made a historic investment of more than $360
million in land conservation focused on three goals: investing in urban parks, preserving
working farms and forests and protecting large natural landscapes for habitat. This
investment has resulted in the permanent protection of more than 125,000 acres of land
and the renovation or creation of more than 210 parks. The new parks and open space
created are within a 10 minute walk of 1.5 million residents – more than one quarter of
the Commonwealth’s population.

http://www.mass.gov/eea/waste-mgnt-recycling/air-quality/green-house-gas-and-climate-change/climate-change-adaptation/climate-change-adaptation-report.html

