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Parent Community Engagement and Involvement Advisory Council  

Meeting Minutes: April 11, 2011 

1135 Tremont Street, Suite 420, Boston, MA 02120 

 

 

In Attendance: Pat Gorham, Jim Harrity, Barbara Krol-Sinclair, Kathy Meagher, Brian 

Middleton-Cox, Peggie O’Hare, Kathy Rodriguez (ESE PCEI Liaison), Chris Sposato, 

Kristen Sullivan, Abby Weiss. Guests: Kahris McLaughlin (Racial Imbalance Advisory 

Council, chair), Lurline Muñoz-Bennett (ESE RIAC Liaison), Gavin Pond,  

 

Absent: Antonia Blinn, Robert Bouvier, Ana Maria Chacon, Kristine Donahue, Kim Hunt, 

Marilyn Hughes, Joanne McCormick, Stuart Peskin, Jen Pinto, Julie Salois. 

 

Proceedings:  

   

 Meeting called to order at 10:30 am by chair, Peggie O’Hare. 

 

 Updates from ESE 

o Kathy Rodriguez has requested to be in charge of content for the PCEI web page.  

o The 2001 PCEI guide will be moved.   

o The list of council members will be updated to reflect current membership and 

member titles 

o Kathy R. has also requested to be in charge of content for the “Family and 

Community Involvement” section of the ESE web site.  Any suggestions for 

changes/updates are welcome. 

o Advisory Council chairs and co-chairs of the councils who have contributed to the 

PCEI fundamentals will be invited to the June Board meeting.  

 

 Feedback from other Advisory Councils 

o Special Education  

 Add “abilities” to Fundamental 1, Indicator 2, Level 3 

 Remove “economic: from fundamental, indicator 3 

 Kathy R. and Peggie will be attending next SPED council meeting 

 

o Interdisciplinary Health Education and Human Services  

 Asked for more specifics relating to health, such as an inclusion of nurses 

in the definition of school staff.  -- After some discussion PCEI agreed that 

a clarifying definition of “school staff” should be added to the 

accompanying materials, but not included in the fundamentals matrix.   

 IHEHS Council also offered to give a list of potential resources for 

implementation. – PCEI plans to develop an accompanying list of 

resources in the future – will follow up with IHEHS about this suggestion 

then.   

 

o English Language Learners/ Bilingual Education 

 No specific recommendations, but generally positive feedback. 
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 Saw potential to integrate Fundamentals into some ELL work, including a 

guide for school staff working with ELL’s and some Adult Basic 

Education work.    

 

o Racial Imbalance 

 Fundamentals should be “standards” 

 Should encourage more power sharing 

 Explicitly require inclusion of disadvantaged parents 

 Should emphasize cultural competence  

 Include socioeconomic status and race/ethnicity in the language – along 

the lines of the Maldef report 

 Supports the addition of best practices examples and a resource guide 

which includes guidelines for staff/parent interactions 

 Wants schools and districts to be held accountable through evaluations of 

family and community engagement activities. 

 Kahris expressed concerns that this document fails to address the needs of 

lower class/ minority parents because it fails to require the supports that 

these families need to become equitably involved. 

 

o “Spirited Discussions” – Kathy R. suggested that we attach a “Spirited 

Discussions” document to the fundamentals as well, to include the diversity of 

opinions that were not necessarily represented in the final product.  – The council 

approved. 

 

o Jim Harrity suggested that the current fundamentals should be focused on Family 

and Community Engagement because researchers can use a focused document to 

link FCE to student achievement. 

 

o Jim also suggested that PCEI form a subcommittee to set agenda for next year. 

 

o Proposed revisions to Fundamentals 

 Fundamental 1 – include a fifth indicator to ensure parents from lower 

socioeconomic status are included.  Majority of members present felt that 

this was unnecessary because implied in other indicators.   

 Fundamental 1, Indicator 2, Level 3 – change “school” to “school and 

district” to indicate school/district partnership at level. 

 Edits to ensure active voice throughout.  Majority of members present 

didn’t feel this would produce enough substantive change to be worth the 

time it would take to approve all changes.   

 Fundamental 1, Indicator 4 – remove “economic” from indicator because 

it ignores other obstacles.  Majority of members present felt that other 

obstacles were addressed elsewhere and that indicator 4’s purpose was to 

focus specifically on economic obstacles. 

 Fundamental 3, Indicator 2 – change “standardized test result” to 

“standardized test results and other data.”  Majority of members present 

supported this change. 
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 Fundamental 5, Indicator 1 – the language of Indicator 1 should be 

changed to specifically discuss the relationships between the principal, 

school councils, and school policy.  Peggie O’Hare will make these 

changes and propose them to the council at the next meeting. 

 Fundamental 5, Indicator 2, Level 2 – “identified and encouraged” should 

be changed to “encouraged and trained.”  Majority of members present 

supported this change. 

 Fundamental 5, Indicator 2, Level 3 – “are actively solicited and trained to 

be effective participants” should be changed to “are active participants.”  

Majority of members present supported this change. 

 Fundamental 5, Indicator 3, Level 2 – “training for parents” should be 

changed to “train parents to become effective leaders.”  Majority of 

members present supported this change. 

 Fundamental 5, Indicator 3, Level 3 – delete “the school and district 

provide leadership opportunities for parents” because redundant.  Majority 

of members present supported this change. 

 Fundamental 5, Indicator 4, Levels 2 and 3 – “position papers” should be 

changed to “concerns.”  Majority of council members present supported 

this change. 

 Fundamental 6, Indicator 3, Level 1 – “The school building is open” 

should be changed to “The school and district make buildings open and 

available.”  Majority of members present approved of this change. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 12:30. 

 

Submitted by Gavin Pond and Peggie O’Hare 


