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Parent Community Engagement and Involvement Advisory Council  

Meeting Minutes: December 1, 2011 

529 Main Street, Suite 1102, Boston, MA 02129 

 

 

In Attendance: Kimberly Artez, Kristine Coffey-Donahue, Clayton Connor, Patricia Gorham, 

Abigail Hanscom, Kim Hunt, Kathleen Jones, Jo-Anne McCormick, Kathleen Meagher, 

Brian Middleton-Cox, Peggie O’Hare, Kathy Rodriguez (ESE PCEI Liaison), Julie Salois, 

Michelle Sylvaria. Guests: Matthew Nixon, Rich Robison, Gavin Pond  

 

Absent: Antonia Blinn, Ana Maria Chacon, James Harrity, Marilyn Hughes, Stuart Peskin, 

Jennifer Pinto, Evelyn Bouley. 

 

Proceedings:  

   

 Meeting called to order at 10:00 am by chair, Peggie O’Hare. 

 

 Introductions for new and existing members 

 

 Guidance on ESE Advisory Councils and Open Meeting Law from Kathy Rodriguez and 

Peggie O’Hare 

o  A quorum is necessary for all official votes – so members will be asked to RSVP 

on days when important decisions must be made. 

o Official discussions and decisions cannot happen electronically or outside the 

designated meetings. 

o Currently, members must physically attend Advisory Council meetings. However, 

ESE will be issuing guidance on remote participation soon. 

o Each council member has been given an Open Meeting Law Guide, printouts of 

the relevant laws, and a Certificate of Receipt of Open Meeting Law Materials. 

o The Certificate of Receipt must be signed and returned to Kathy Rodriguez. 

o Members should direct questions about the Open Meeting Law to Kathy 

Rodriguez. 

 

 ESE update from Kathy R. 

o ESE has created an internal working group to foster cooperation and collaboration 

between the many different people and programs at ESE involved in Family and 

Community Engagement. 

 Currently the group is working to “build connective tissue” by identifying 

the different ways that different stakeholders address Family and 

Community Engagement, to establish a common vocabulary. 

o Availability of most recent version of the Fundamentals  

 Posted online on the Mass PIRC website (www.masspirc.org) and the 

Level 4 schools’ webpage. 

 Fundamentals are not posted on ESE PCEI web page. That page still has a 

a “Guide to Parent, Family, and Community Involvement” published in 

2000. 

http://www.masspirc.org/
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 Kim suggests that PCEI members should use their networks to distribute 

the Fundamentals more widely. 

 Brian suggests that PCEI AC should develop a suggested “roll-out” plan 

to ESE to implement. 

    

 Review of the Family, School, and Community Partnership Fundamentals and last year’s 

PCEI work. 

o Several revisions were made incorporating feedback from the Racial Imbalance 

Advisory Council, the English Language Learners/Bilingual Education Advisory 

Council, the Interdisciplinary Health and Human Services Advisory Council, and 

the Special Education Advisory Council.  

o ESE Proficiency Gap Task Force Family and Community Subcommittee Report 

recommended that  

 ESE adopt the Fundamentals as a rubric for measuring Family and 

Community Engagement. 

 ESE develop an internal office of Family and Community Engagement  

o Kathy R. and Peggie have worked to make sure there was a Family and 

Community Engagement presence at major ESE activities. 

 Summit on Curriculum , Instruction, and Assessment 

 Adult basic education instruction and activities 

 Internally at ESE 

 Presentation to Board of Education on September 26
th

 

 

 Discussion of Commissioner’s Charge to to PCEI 

o First charge: (power indicators, including parents as co-educators, and a simple 

language version of the Fundamentals) – Peggie sees these as long term goals to 

be pursued once the Fundamentals document is completed and supplemented. 

o Second Charge: (package the fundamentals) – Peggie suggests that this work be 

prioritized as it is necessary to the pursuit of the other two charges. 

 Revise introduction 

 Create a list of key points for a letter from the commissioner 

introducing/recommending/supporting the Fundamentals 

 Create an appendix with best practices 

 Possibly create a recommended communication plan to guide ESE 

dissemination and implementation 

o Third charge: Pilot Fundamentals and collect feedback 

o Other relevant councils/charges: 

 ELL/Bilingual third charge: “integrate parent and guardian involvement 

into professional development for all teachers, including updating the 

article/document created previously. 

 Special Education charge: Include Fundamentals to “develop technical 

assistance or recommended next steps to improve parent/professional 

partnerships in schools. . .” 

 Education Personnel Advisory council – Peggie thinks they will be worth 

reaching out to, especially since teachers and administrators will now be 

evaluated, in part, based on the effectiveness of Family and Community 
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Engagement. – Kathy R informs the council that an internal group is 

currently working with evaluators to develop descriptors for Family and 

Community Engagement 

 

 Introduction subcommittee discussion 

o Brian volunteers to work on subcommittee.  He taught a course to principals on 

Family and Community Engagement that was well received.  Next time, he can 

structure the course to get feedback 

o Peggie advises that the Racial Imbalance Advisory Council felt strongly that the 

Fundamentals in their current form are not supportive enough of all families, and 

that an introduction should speak to accessibility.   

o Peggie also advises that the Introduction subcommittee should draft a list of bullet 

points for a possible “letter from the commissioner” to precede introduction. 

o Brian, Kathy M., Kristine, and Joanne volunteered to be members of this 

subcommittee. 

o Kim H. suggests “eye catching” presentation might also be part of this work (e.g. 

Kentucky and “The Missing Piece”) 

 

 Best-Practices Subcommittee discussion  

o Clay volunteers to lead/participate in the gathering and presenting of best-practice 

exemplars.  

o PCEI agrees to send exemplars to Clay 

o Julie, Kim H., and Michelle agree to review submissions and work with Clay to 

create Best-Practices document.   

 

 Meeting Times – PCEI agreed to the following meeting dates and times for the 2011-

2012 year: 

o January 26
th

 from 10:30am to 1:30pm (snow date of February 2
nd

) 

o March 1
st
 from 10:30am to 1:30pm (snow date of March 8

th
) 

o April 12
th

 from 10:30am to 1:30pm 

o May 10
th

 from 10:30am to 1:30pm 

 

Meeting adjourned at 12:00pm 

 

 

Submitted by Gavin Pond and Peggie O’Hare 


