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Parent Community Engagement and Involvement Advisory Council  

Meeting Minutes: January 26, 2012 

529 Main Street, Suite 1102, Boston, MA 02129 

 

 

In Attendance: Evelyn Bouley, Kristine Coffey-Donahue, Clayton Connor, Patricia Gorham, 

Abigail Hanscom, Mal Hughes, Kim Hunt, Kathleen Jones, Jo-Anne McCormick, Kathleen 

Meagher, Peggie O’Hare, Stu Peskin, Kathy Rodriguez (ESE PCEI Liaison), Michelle 

Sylvaria. Guests: Matthew Nixon, Karyl Resnick, Gavin Pond  

 

Absent: Kimberly Artez, Antonia Blinn, Ana Maria Chacon, James Harrity, Brian Middleton-

Cox, Jennifer Pinto, Julie Salois  

 

Proceedings:  

   

 Meeting called to order at 10:30 am by chair, Peggie O’Hare. 

 

 Introductions and updates from members 

o Stu Peskin announced the Title I Project Dissemination Annual Conference on 

March 5 and 6, 2012.  A suggestion was made that the PCEI hold its meeting at 

the conference similar to last year.  Stu graciously offered that all PCEI can attend 

the conference free of charge.  Members agreed to Monday, March 5, 2012 as 

the date of the next PCEI meeting.  Time will be determined later based on 

daily schedule for the conference. 

o Kim Hunt announced the Mass PTA conference on March 16 and March 17, 

2012.  Interested people are to contact Kim directly. 

o Peggie O’Hare distributed brochures for the Federation for Children with Special 

Needs annual conference, Visions of Community, on March 10, 2012. 

 

 Update on BESE Advisory Councils and Open Meeting Law from Kathy Rodriguez and 

Peggie O’Hare 

o  Members can participate electronically if supported with appropriate equipment 

and with agreement from other Advisory Council members.  Anyone interested in 

participating electronically must request this through the AC Chair who will then 

bring it for discussion by members.  

 

 After brief comments and directions, two subcommittees met for discussion to focus on 

materials for the Fundamentals. 

o “Introduction” subcommittee: Discussed combining and rewording draft 

introductions developed by Kristine Coffey-Donahue/Jo-Anne McCormick and 

Kathy Meagher.  Prepared a draft to share with the large group.   

o “Exemplary Practices” subcommittee:  Discussed challenges in identifying 

exemplary practices.  Developed a system for sharing possible examples. Will 

share ideas with the large group. 

 

 Summary of Points Made during Large Group Discussion about Introduction: 

o Feedback last year from the Racial Imbalance Advisory Council was that not all 

parents are equally equipped to be engaged in their children’s education and 

schools.  The introduction should acknowledge that not all children have families 

who are able to participate meaningfully in their education. 
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o Include a definition of “family” in the introduction or as a footnote. 

o Emphasize that educators must reach out to all families and not just a limited 

group of parents.  Perhaps include a few examples of how to do this, such as 

reaching out to non-English speaking family members. 

o The introduction focuses too much on what parents should do.  It should state that 

it is also the school’s responsibility.  Perhaps adding “shared responsibility” after 

“role.” 

o Perhaps add a sentence that reinforces that schools should have a positive view of 

parents and to view them as “powerful resources.” 

o Some members were uncomfortable with the phrase “all families responsible for 

being involved.”  This should be reworded. 

o Families and educators should be understood to be “co-producers” of education. 

 The Introduction Subcommittee decided to rework some phrases and to emphasize the 

shared responsibilities of schools and families.  The next draft will be shared with all 

members prior to the next meeting so that all will have the opportunity to review and 

provide final comments at the next meeting. 

 

 Summary of Points Made during Large Group Discussion about Exemplary 

Practices: 

o Defining exemplary practices is difficult.  What do we mean?  Mastery? Mature 

programs? 

o Power Indicators are troubling to identify since what works best varies 

significantly from school to school, community to community. 

o For 21
st
 Century Community Learning Schools, exemplary practices are defined 

from a programmatic point of view.  Family and community engagement is one 

element.  We look at continuous improvement of program, sustainability, and 

continuity across entire day/school experience. 

o Different schools have different needs that often require different approaches to 

be effective.  Circumstances may change, but “core elements,” like open 

communication, might be useful to identify and give examples, especially if they 

help create sustainable programs.   

o Another possibility is to identify frequently stated needs and what elements that 

can help to meet these needs.  Examples of elements in practice could also be 

given. 

 Clay continues to be willing to serve as “point person” to receive examples and to then 

map them to the Fundamentals.   

 Matt Nixon from ESE shared with members that there is survey being developed for Title 

I schools about family and community engagement. 

 Kathy Rodriguez said that Special Education has developed a survey for families.  She 

will make that available to members. 

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 1:30pm 

 

 

Submitted by Gavin Pond and Peggie O’Hare 


