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Parent Community Engagement and Involvement Advisory Council  

Meeting Minutes: March 5, 2012 

Title I Conference, Westborough, MA 

 

 

In Attendance: Kimberly Artez, Kristine Coffey-Donahue, Clayton Connor, Kathleen Meagher, 

Peggie O’Hare, Stu Peskin, Kathy Rodriguez (ESE PCEI Liaison), Guest: Matthew Nixon  

 

Absent: Antonia Blinn, Evelyn Bouley, Ana Maria Chacon, James Harrity, Patricia Gorham, 

Abigail Hanscom, Mal Hughes, Kim Hunt, Kathleen Jones, Jo-Anne McCormick, Brian 

Middleton-Cox, Jennifer Pinto, Julie Salois, Michelle Sylvaria. 

 

Proceedings:  

   

 Meeting called to order at 11:15 am by chair, Peggie O’Hare. 

 

 Updates from members: 

o Stu Peskin announced that the Title I Annual Conference today is going well with 

an unexpected large number of participants registering just two days ago. 

o Peggie O’Hare reminded members of the Federation for Children with Special 

Needs annual conference, Visions of Community, on Saturday, March 10, 2012. 

 

 Members focused on reviewing the latest draft of the Introduction which was distributed 

by Peggie. The following suggestions were made: 

o Keep the tenses of the verbs simple, either past or present tenses.  Peggie will 

review to ensure that this is consistent throughout all paragraphs. 

o Keep “equitable” in the opening paragraph. 

o Add a footnote that indicates that language in ESES Title I is “parent 

involvement” but that in light of research and current usage, “family engagement” 

is used as a substitute. 

o Shorten the sentences in the fifth paragraph but keep all the content. 

o Continue to use “advocate” and “equitable” in the sixth paragraph. 

o Be consistent in using italics for Fundamentals. 

 

 Peggie will make the revisions and send final version to all PCEI members for their 

review prior to the next meeting.  At the April meeting, members will vote on the use of 

this Introduction with the Fundamentals. 

 

 Clay led a discussion about the work of the subcommittee on promising practices and 

resources to accompany the Fundamentals. Highlights were: 

o Matthew Nixon sent Clay a table of all Title I districts.  This included brief 

narratives of how districts which receive over $500,000 use 1% of its funds for 

family engagement activities.  Clay will send this Excel chart to all members for 

their review.   

o Clay suggested that this information could be useful to find examples of 

promising practices using Title I funds which illustrate the Fundamentals. Clay 

will send a possible format to members for their consideration and feedback. 

o There was some discussion about promising practices of family engagement 

under other funding streams and priorities such as special education and services 

for English Language Learners. 
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o Using case studies might also be useful to illustrate promising practices associated 

with each of the Fundamentals. 

o A suggestion was made to revisit and consider using the online resource list 

associated with each Fundamental that Clay had sent to members previously. 

 

 Peggie distributed sections of the Massachusetts Model System for Educator Evaluation 

which pertain to the Family and Community Engagement criteria that will be used in 

teacher and administrator evaluations.  The full guide to rubrics and model rubrics are 

available at http://www.doe.mass.edu/edeval/model/PartIII.pdf#search=%22Guide%22 

Kathy M. and Kristine volunteered to review these and compare them with the 

Fundamentals.  Kathy R. thought that this “cross-walk” would be useful in support of the 

Fundamentals.  This review will be placed on the agenda for the next PCEI meeting. 

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 12:45pm 

 

Next Meeting Thursday April 12, 2012.  10:30am to 1:30pm at the Federation’s offices at 

The Schrafft Center, 529 Main Street, Boston. 

 

Submitted by Peggie O’Hare 

http://www.doe.mass.edu/edeval/model/PartIII.pdf#search=%22Guide%22

