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Parent Community Engagement and Involvement Advisory Council  

Meeting Minutes: April 12, 2012 

Federation for Children with Special Needs 

Schrafft Center 529 Main Street Suite 1102 Boston, MA 02129 

 

 

In Attendance: Kimberly Artez, Evelyn Bouley, Kristine Coffey-Donahue, Patricia Gorham, Kim 

Hunt, Kathleen Jones, Jo-Anne McCormick, Kathleen Meagher, Peggie O’Hare, Stu 

Peskin, Kathy Rodriguez (ESE PCEI Liaison), Julie Salois, Guests: Matthew Nixon, ML 

Nicols  

 

Absent: Ana Maria Chacon, Clayton Connor, Abigail Hanscom, Mal Hughes, Brian Middleton-

Cox, Michelle Sylvaria. 

 

Proceedings:  

   

 Meeting called to order at 10:35 am by chair, Peggie O’Hare. 

 

 Updates from members: 

o Stu Peskin announced that next year’s Title I Annual Conference will be held on 

March 4, 2013. 

o The reauthorization of ESEA discussions in Washington include increased 

language about family and community engagement. 

 “Old Business” Discussion 

o Peggie announced that she received emails indicating the resignation of 2 PCEI 

members: James Harrity and Antonia Blinn. 

o Approval of previous meetings minutes:  Copies of minutes of previous three 

meetings were distributed.  Members reviewed them. No discussion about them.  

Julie Salois moved to accept all three minutes as written.  Evelyn Bouley 

seconded the motion.  Vote was taken and motion was passed unanimously. 

 

 The latest version of the Introduction to the Fundamentals was reviewed by members.  

Stu Peskin moved to approve this latest draft of the Introduction.  Pat Gorham seconded 

the motion.  During the discussion that followed a suggestion was made that the second 

from the last paragraph be moved to become the second paragraph.  Jo-Anne McCormack 

moved to approve this latest draft of the Introduction with the paragraph change as 

discussed.  Kristine Coffey-Donahue seconded the motion.  The motion was passed 

unanimously. 

 

 Discussion followed about what to do about Exemplary Practices to illustrate each of the 

Fundamentals. Various points of view and ideas were shared: 

o Professionals and parents alike mostly want to know who else is doing what with 

family engagement and how is it going. 

o Possible sources of information about what is happening in family engagement in 

schools are PTAs and PTOs, Superintendents, Principals, private schools, charter 

schools, school councils, Mass. Partners, and associations for principals, 

superintendents, school committees. 

o One suggestion was to request voluntary submission from districts about family 

engagement practices.  This request for information could be linked to introducing 

the Fundamentals broadly across the state.   



PCEI April 12, 2012 Meeting  Page 2 of 2 

o There are several formats that ESE uses to update schools and districts, such as 

“On the Desk Top” that ESE sends to Superintendents and the Commissioner’s 

Update which is posted twice a month on the Web site.  Perhaps these could be 

used to disseminate information about the Fundamentals along with a request for 

examples. 

o Social media could also be used to look for family and community engagement 

practices in Massachusetts.   

o Outreach should be made directly to members of School Committees as well. 

o A data bank of family and community engagement practices in Massachusetts 

could be created. 

o Perhaps the PCEI Advisory Council and ESE could set up some type of 

recognition for districts and schools that engage in family and community 

activities.  This could be acknowledged by ESE directly or at some ESE 

conference, such as the annual Curriculum and Instruction Summit.  PCEI would 

work with ESE to develop criteria for recognition, such as years of engagement, 

outreach to all families, etc. 

o Jo-Anne McCormack agreed to set up a Google document account for PCEI to 

post resources to share. 

o It was agreed that these many ideas need to be further developed and decided 

upon at the next meeting.  It will be the last meeting of the PCEI for this school 

year.  The End of Year Report will be an opportunity for list recommendations for 

future activities. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 12:45pm 

 

Next Meeting Thursday May 10, 2012.  10:30am to 1:30pm at the Federation’s offices at 

The Schrafft Center, 529 Main Street, Boston. 

 

Submitted by Peggie O’Hare 


