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Parent Community Engagement and Involvement Advisory Council  

Meeting Minutes: May 10, 2012 

Federation for Children with Special Needs 

Schrafft Center 529 Main Street Suite 1102 Boston, MA 02129 

 

 

In Attendance: Kimberly Artez, Evelyn Bouley, Kristine Coffey-Donahue, Patricia Gorham, Kim 

Hunt, Kathleen Jones, Kathleen Meagher, Peggie O’Hare, Stu Peskin, Kathy Rodriguez 

(ESE PCEI Liaison), Guest: ML Nicols  

 

Absent: Ana Maria Chacon, Clayton Connor, Abigail Hanscom, Mal Hughes, Jo-Anne 

McCormick, Brian Middleton-Cox, Julie Salois, Michelle Sylvaria. 

 

Proceedings:  

   

 Meeting called to order at 10:40 am by chair, Peggie O’Hare. 

 

 Updates from members: 

o Kathy Rodriguez reported on the conversation she had with Barbara Dee (ESE) 

about the status of the family surveys ESE asks districts to distribute to families.  

This survey was initiated by the special education office and is distributed to all 

families in the district.  A cohort of approximately 90 districts is asked to do this 

each year.  Barbara is willing to attend a PCEI meeting in the fall to discuss the 

data that ESE has collected from districts to date. 

 

o ML Nicols mentioned that she learned from Karen Mapp that folks at Harvard are 

creating templates for family surveys that districts could use.  This lead to a 

discussion about how there needs to be multiple ways for families to complete 

these surveys. 

 

  “Old Business” Discussion: 

o Minutes from the April 12, 2012 PCEI meeting were distributed and reviewed.  

Kim Hunt made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  It was seconded by 

Kathy Meagher.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

 

o A first draft of the comparison of the Fundamentals to the Administrators and 

Teachers Evaluation was distributed and discussed with the following points 

made: 

 This is just a first draft.  It was suggested that the format should start with 

the criteria included in the teacher evaluation and then relate them to the 

corresponding Fundamentals and Indicators. 

 This comparison should include the evaluation of all groups: teachers, 

administrators, superintendents, support personnel. 

 This comparison should focus on strength-based measurement of 

strategies that can be used to promote family and community engagement.  

This will be especially helpful for new teachers and for those who need 

improvement and must make corrective plans. 

 It would be extremely valuable to have a one-page visual showing the 

connection between the Fundamentals and the teacher/administrator 
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evaluation.  Perhaps side-by-side ladders or a matrix.  This is a great 

summer project! 

 A carefully written introduction is needed to explain that this is a helpful 

tool for school personnel and not part of the evaluation. 

 

o Kathy Rodriguez initiated a discussion about the Appendices that are to be 

included in latest version of the Fundamentals. Appendices A & B were not 

included in the version that was presented to BESE in September, 2011.  The 

need, relevance and timeliness Appendices D and E were discussed. Stu Peskin 

moved to approve the elimination of Appendices A, B, D and E from the existing 

version of the Fundamentals.  Pat Gorham seconded the motion.  The motion was 

passed unanimously. 

 

o The next discussion was a continuation of the discussion at last month’s meeting 

about how to recognize exemplary practices in family and community 

engagement that are currently happening in schools and districts across the state. 

 Based upon a conversation Kathy Rodriguez had with Anne Serino, ESE 

is potentially supportive of this idea but wants to have its internal working 

group on family and community engagement and other ESE staff further 

explore the possibility of recognition and consider possible mechanisms. 

 This could tie into the work on family and community engagement being 

done by the Massachusetts Tier System of Support (MSTT). 

 Another possible tie-in could be recognition through Title I.  

 Possible timeline was considered with announcement of recognition 

process in November with awards being made in April. 

 ESE could lend its support in a number of ways including the 

Commissioner acknowledging each applicant. 

 School Councils or the Chamber of Commerce could be the mechanisms 

for nominating schools. 

 There could be six awards, one for each of the Fundamentals. 

 PCEI could look to National PTA for models as they do recognize schools 

and districts across the nation. 

 

 New business for this meeting was a discussion and review of recommendations that the 

PCEI will make in its End of Year report that needs to be submitted to ESE by the end of 

June, 2012.  The following recommendations for the PCEI for next school year were agreed 

upon by the members present: 

1. Continue to explore and develop a system for recognizing family and community 

engagement practices as a strategy to introduce the Fundamentals and to gather 

exemplary practices.   

2. The Fundamentals should be aligned with the Teacher/Administrators Evaluation 

to be used as a supportive tool. 

3. The work of the PCEI needs to be connected with the work of the other BESE 

Advisory Councils.  It would be a good idea if the chairs were able to meet 

annually to discuss their work and seek ways that Advisory Councils might work 

together to support each other.  

4. Explore how the PCEI could support the family survey from Special Education, 

possibly including other questions and other ways families could access and 

complete the surveys. 
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5. PCEI could recommend that ESE request that each district designate a person who 

is the contact for family and community engagement within each district to be 

included in the School/District Profiles. 

6. PCEI should explore how to connect with institutions of higher education so that 

new teachers and teachers getting additional training receive information not only 

about the importance of family and community engagement but also about the 

Fundamentals.  This should be of high interest of colleges and universities since 

teachers’ performance will be rated on this criteria. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 1:15pm 

 

This was the last meeting of the PCEI during the 2011-2012 School Year.  Have a 

wonderful summer everyone! 

 

Submitted by Peggie O’Hare 


