
Thank you Secretary Sullivan for that warm welcome, and my thanks to you and the many other members of my Administration, past and present, for all the good
work you have done to deliver the results we celebrate today.  

Five years ago, we in Massachusetts took a fresh look at our energy future, starting with our current realities.  

We knew that if we harnessed Massachusetts-grown energy sources, reduced our energy consumption and protected our natural resources, we could both
improve the environment and reclaim lost economic opportunity.

So, working with the Legislature, we moved four key pieces of legislation.

First, the Green Communities Act enabled us to set ambitious goals for renewable energy, and gave us tools to reach them.

Among these tools are incentives to help promote energy efficiency and clean alternatives at the grassroots level, reducing our energy consumption one
municipality, one business and one resident at a time.

Second, the Global Warming Solutions Act authorized us to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 25 percent below 1990 levels by 2020, and at least 80 percent
below 1990 levels by 2050.

Third, the Oceans Act mandated that we take long-overdue action proactively to protect our marine waters by developing a plan for commercial uses and
environmental stewardship.

Finally, the Green Jobs Act assures that we are capturing the opportunities to foster innovation and create jobs in this burgeoning sector.

Why this policy framework? We spend billions every year to buy energy – and 80 percent of that spending goes out of Massachusetts, much of it to the highly
volatile markets. The climate is changing. And commerce is changing to adapt to that. In other words, energy independence, economic security and environmental
of necessity have spurred the world to an energy revolution. We were convinced that if we got this right, the world would be our customer.

Five years later, we have seen nation-leading progress in everything that we set out to do:

We had just over 3 megawatts of solar capacity when I took office. We set a goal of 250 megawatts by 2017. We have installed 281 megawatts already, far
surpassing that goal. That is enough electricity to power more than 42,000 homes and the equivalent emissions reductions from taking more than 29,000 cars per
year off the road.

We had just over 3 megawatts of wind capacity when I took office. Today, we have installed 103 megawatts of land-based wind and are poised to be home to the
nation’s first offshore wind farm. We will achieve our 2020 goal of 2,000 megawatts installed.

Groundbreaking energy efficiency plans, have invested more than $1.6 billion in homes and businesses, and yielded some $6 billion of economic and
environmental benefits.  

We plan to invest another $2.2 billion by 2015, and produce another $9 billion in benefits.  Importantly, this common sense approach – treating energy efficiency
as our first fuel - will save energy equal to the demand of over 560,000 Massachusetts homes and the emissions of over 400,000 cars.

What does all this mean?  We rank number one in the nation in energy efficiency, starting two years ago, beating out California, which has persistently occupied
that spot.

The 2013 U.S. Clean Tech Leadership Index, gives us a perfect score for our policy framework, and ranks us No.1 for both capital investment, and per capita
private investment.

With over 4,000 clean energy firms and nearly 72,000 clean energy workers, Massachusetts saw 11.2 percent job growth in the clean tech last year, and is on
track to do it again this year.

Just last week I visited Greentown Labs, a clean tech business incubator, which had to move locations because they needed twice more space to fit all the clean
energy start-ups on their waitlist.

And we are training the next generation, too.  Since 2011, MassCEC has placed over 328 interns at over 110 companies across the Commonwealth, many of
whom have gained full or part time employment.

In order to achieve the ambitious mandates set forth in our Global Warming Solutions Act, we issued the Clean Energy and Climate Plan for 2020 – outlining how
we will achieve the most significant greenhouse gas emissions reductions in the nation.

We have already achieved an 11 percent drop below 1990 levels.

In February, we joined our partners in the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative to lower the regional carbon dioxide emissions cap – helping us get closer to our
goals.

We have taken steps to protect our oceans with the Ocean Management Plan, identifying areas for renewable energy and ensuring impacts would not be
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detrimental to marine life.

I am very proud of this record, and every citizen in the Commonwealth has reason to be as well. So again, let me thank Secretary Sullivan, former Secretary
Bowles, all the team at EEA and every one of our partners for delivering their results. You have made Massachusetts better and our future brighter.

But now is no time to let up. We have 17 months more to fill with further progress. We intend to focus on solar, water and climate change.

First, I have set a new goal for solar in Massachusetts.   1.6 gigawatts installed by 2020 --  this is ambitious, but achievable, and will require us to develop new
Solar Carve-Out program that adjusts to the rapid expansion of the Massachusetts solar industry.

Second, we will continue to support the expansion of our water innovation industry – the next innovation cluster to call Massachusetts home.

Since our trade mission to Israel, where the opportunity for stronger partnership in a growing industry became apparent, business, academic, finance, and
government leaders have been working to advance this cluster. And it’s happening.

Massachusetts is home to nearly 300 water industry companies, organizations and institutions, and the most Water Innovation Patents per capita in the nation.  

Companies like Cambrian Innovations, Oasys Water and Xylem Inc. are working to accelerate the development of clean water technologies that reduce use and
contamination and conserve water resources.  Not only are these companies working to solve our global water challenges, in a global market that is estimated to
generate between $360B and $600B in annual revenues.

And finally, we need to do more to address the extreme threats from climate change.  We are experiencing stronger storms, longer heat waves, and altogether
more destructive weather, all of which pose threats to public health and safety, our economic vitality and our overall quality of life. 

This is why, in addition to working to mitigate our impact on climate change, we must pursue strategies that help us become more resilient and ready to adapt to
climate change as it occurs.       

We must properly assess the risks and vulnerabilities, plan for them and ensure our emergency services have the ability to keep our residents safe. And we must
take action to protect our natural habitats to maintain healthy communities.

I am encouraged by the partnerships we’ve seen across agencies, across branches of government at all levels, and among stakeholders who often approach this
issue from different sides.

This is essential because adapting to climate change is not a problem that anyone can solve alone.  We need to work together, both for the sake of our
Commonwealth and to show our Nation’s leaders that something can be done.

We pursue our clean tech agenda for the same reasons we pursue our education, our economic, or our transportation agendas - because we cannot leave our
future to chance.  We must invest the ideas, the time, and the money now to create a better Commonwealth for tomorrow.  That’s what it means to govern for the
next generation, instead of the next election cycle.  And I want to thank you for what you have done – and will do- to help us on that journey.

Thank you.


