
BOSTON – January 7, 2015 —Secretary of Education Matthew H. Malone today visited two schools in Boston, as he
prepared to wrap up his tenure as the Commonwealth’s highest ranking education official in the Administration of
Governor Deval L. Patrick.

Secretary Malone visited the Martin Luther King K-8 School and the Jeremiah E. Burke High School, both in Dorchester.
Secretary Malone taught at both schools early in his career as an educator.

“In many ways today’s visits are a coming home of sorts,” said Secretary Malone. “I’ve visited both schools while in this
job, but I wanted to visit them today on my last full day as Secretary to honor these two great schools for having been
the place where my passion for education was born.”

Secretary Malone began his career as a paraprofessional and long-term substitute teacher for the King K-8 School and
taught social studies at the Burke High School. Secretary Malone also served as a Headmaster in the Boston Public
Schools before moving to San Diego where he served as a Special Assistant to the Superintendent/Instruction Leader in
the San Diego City School District. Most recently Secretary Malone served as Superintendent of the Swampscott Public
Schools and the Brockton Public Schools. Governor Patrick appointed Secretary Malone to his cabinet in January 2013.
During his tenure, he visited more than 500 early education and care facilities, K-12 schools and public higher education
institutions across the Commonwealth.

During his two years as the Governor’s chief advisor on education, Secretary Malone was responsible for early
education, K-12 and higher education in Massachusetts. Secretary Malone sat on each of the boards of the
Commonwealth’s education agencies – Department of Early Education and Care, Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education, and the Department of Higher Education as well as the University of Massachusetts system.

Secretary Malone oversaw a number of initiatives, aimed at advancing the Governor’s ambitious education reform
agenda, during his time leading the Executive Office of Education (EOE). During the Patrick Administration student
achievement reached new heights. The most recent MCAS results released last fall by the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education show that since 2007, 10  grade students across all racial and ethnic backgrounds have
made impressive progress, including a 24-point increase for African American students and a 26-point increase for
Hispanic students in English Language Arts. Math results show a similar positive trend with a 28-point increase for
African American students and a 24-point increase for Hispanic students since 2007.

The Governor has continued to focus on closing achievement gaps where they are most persistent, in our Gateway
Cities, throughout his tenure. To do this, EOE has implemented the Governor’s Gateway Cities Education Agenda, a
plan that provides targeted and differentiated support to English Language Learners and better prepares high school
students for career success; and utilizes tools provided by the Achievement Gap Act, a sweeping education reform bill
passed in 2010 that gives educators the resources they need to dramatically improve student outcomes.

Secretary Malone intends to continue working in education in a leadership role after leaving office on Thursday with
Governor Patrick.

###

Executive Office of Education Courtesy Photo: Secretary of Education Matthew Malone visits with students at
Dorchester’s King K-8 School on his final full day in the Administration of Governor Deval L. Patrick.
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