
HOUSE No. 39

Accompanying the second recommendation of the Commissioner 
of Corporations and Taxation (House, No. 37). Taxation.

Ct)e Commontoealtft of 00a$i5ac|)U0etts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

A n A ct  r e l a t iv e  to  r e im b u r s e m e n t  f o r  l o ss  o f  t a x e s

ON CERTAIN LAND OWNED BY THE COMMONWEALTH, TO 

TAXATION OF LAND HELD BY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

FOR CERTAIN PURPOSES AND TO THE EXEMPTION FROM 

LOCAL TAXATION OF PROPERTY OF THE COMMONWEALTH.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the

authority of the same, as follows:

1 Se c t io n  1. Chapter fifty-eight of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by striking out sections
3 thirteen to seventeen A, inclusive, as amended, and
4 inserting in place thereof the six following new
5 sections: —
6 Section 13. In nineteen hundred and forty-two,
7 and in every fifth year thereafter, the commissioner
8 shall, between January first and June first, deter-
9 mine as of January first the fair cash value of all

10 land for which reimbursement is provided under
11 section seventeen or assessment of which is provided
12 for under section seventeen A. This determination
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13 shall be in such detail as to lots, subdivisions or
14 acreage as the commissioner may deem necessary,
15 and to assist him in making it he may require oral
16 or written information from any officer or agent of
17 the commonwealth or of any county or town therein
18 and from any other inhabitant thereof, and may
19 require such information to be under penalties of
20 perjury. Such officers, agents and persons, so far
21 as able, shall furnish the commissioner with the re-
22 quired information in such form as he may indicate,
23 within fifteen days after being so requested by him.
24 Sectiori lJi-. The commissioner, not later than
25 June tenth of each year in which he makes such
26 determination under section thirteen, shall notify in
27 writing the assessors of each town in which land so
28 valued is situated of his determination with respect
29 to the land in such town. A board of assessors ag-
30 grieved by said determination may, within ten days
31 after the date of mailing or delivery of the notice,
32 apply for a correction thereof to the appellate tax
33 board. Said board shall give a hearing to such as-
34 sessors not later than July fifteenth following, and
35 shall seasonably notify them and the commissioner
36 of the time and place of the hearing. After the
37 hearing said board shall notify said board of assessors
38 and the commissioner of its finding as to the value
39 of the land in question, and its decision shall be final.
40 Section 15. The valuation determined under sec-
41 tions thirteen and fourteen shall be in effect for the
42 purposes of sections seventeen and seventeen A dur-
43 ing the year in which such valuation is made and the
44 four succeeding years. Whenever the valuation of
45 land subject to the provisions of section seventeen
46 or seventeen A has not been determined under sec-
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47 tions thirteen and fourteen, the commissioner shall
48 adopt the last assessed valuation if made within five
49 years, or if such assessed valuation is not available,
50 he shall determine a valuation which shall be used
51 until a valuation is determined under sections thir-
52 teen and fourteen; provided, that as to land used for
53 a state forest such assessed valuation shall be re-
54 duced by deducting therefrom the value of all forest
55 products removed from such land between January
56 first on which it was last assessed and January first
57 in the year for which the reimbursement is to be
58 made, the amount thereof to be certified annually
59 before February first to the commissioner by the
60 state forester.
61 Section 16. In every year, not later than August
62 first, the commissioner shall deliver to the state
63 treasurer a statement as to the value of land owned
64 by the commonwealth with respect to which reim-
65 bursement is provided under section seventeen, and
66 of the amount of money to be paid to each of such
67 towns as determined in said section.
68 Section 17. The state treasurer in every year, not
69 later than November twentieth, shall reimburse each
70 town in which the commonwealth owns land used for
71 the purposes of a public institution, a fish hatchery,
72 game preserve or wild life sanctuary, a state mili-
73 tary camp ground or a state forest or used or occu-
74 pied for other than public purposes except land so
75 used or occupied which is subject to taxation or for
76 which reimbursement for loss of taxes is otherwise
77 provided, an amount in lieu of taxes upon the value
78 of the land so owned and used or occupied as reported
79 to him by the commissioner under section sixteen,
80 determined by multiplying each thousand dollars of
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81 valuation or fractional part thereof by the rate pro-
82 vided for under section fifty-eight of chapter sixty-
83 three.
84 Section 17 A. The assessors of any town in which
85 county commissioners hold land for hospital pur-
86 poses under sections seventy-eight to ninety, inclu-
87 sive, of chapter one hundred and eleven, shall assess
88 such land to the county in the annual valuation and
89 tax list at the value determined by the commis-
90 sioner or the appellate tax board under section thir-
91 teen or fourteen, or adopted or determined by the
92 commissioner as provided in section fifteen, and at
93 the tax rate of the town for that year. If notifica-
94 tion as provided in said section fourteen is not
95 received by the assessors in time to make the assess-
96 ment in the manner above provided, the land shall
97 be assessed at said value under the provisions of
98 section seventy-five of chapter fifty-nine. The tax
99 bill for land so assessed shall be sent to the county

100 treasurer who shall pay the same from funds avail-
101 able for carrying out the provisions of section eighty-
102 five of said chapter one hundred and eleven, and such
103 payment shall be deemed a part of the cost of hospi-
104 tal maintenance for said year within the meaning of
105 said section eighty-five.

1 Se c t io n  2. Chapter fifty-nine of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by striking out section
3 three A, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition,
4 and inserting in place thereof the following: —
5 Section 3A . Real estate owned by or held in trust
6 for the benefit of a city or town or a county or the
7 commonwealth, if used or occupied for other than
8 public purposes, shall be taxed to the lessee or les-
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9 sees thereof, or their assigns, or to the occupant or
10 person in possession thereof, in the same manner
11 and to the same extent as if the said lessee or lessees
12 or their assigns or the occupant or person in posses-
13 sion were the owners thereof in fee, free of any
14 trust; provided that property owned by the com-
15 monwealth and leased for private purposes under a
16 lease in effect January first nineteen hundred and
17 forty-two shall not be so taxed during the term of
18 such lease if under the laws in effect immediately
19 prior to the effective date of this amendment such
20 property was exempt from local taxation. This sec-
21 tion shall apply to real estate which shall have been
22 acquired by virtue of the provisions of a will or
23 deed, and which is held in trust for public charitable
24 purposes, whether or not the same is subject to a
25 duly recorded lease which provides that the lessee
26 shall assume or pay all taxes assessed thereon. Pay-
27 ment of the aforesaid taxes shall not be enforced by
28 any lien upon or sale of the said real estate but in
29 the case of any leasehold subject to taxation as
30 aforesaid the interest of the lessee or lessees or their
31 assigns therein may be sold by the collector of taxes
32 of the city or town where the real estate lies for the
33 nonpayment of the tax assessed as aforesaid in the
34 manner provided by law for the sale of real estate
35 for nonpayment of local taxes. Said collectors shall
36 have for the collection of taxes assessed under this
37 section all other remedies provided by chapter sixty
38 for the collection of taxes by collectors of cities and
39 towns.

1 Se c t io n  3. Section five of chapter fifty-nine of the
2 General Laws, as most recently amended by chapter



6 HOUSE —  N o. 39. [Jan. 1941.

3 four hundred and fifty-one of the acts of nineteen
4 hundred and thirty-nine, is hereby further amended
5 by striking out clause second, as appearing in the
6 Tercentenary Edition, and inserting in place thereof
7 the following:-—-
8 Second, Property of the commonwealth, except
9 real estate of which the commonwealth is in posses-

10 sion under a mortgage for condition broken and
11 except as otherwise provided in section three A.

1 Se c t io n  4. Chapter five hundred and seventy-
2 five of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty is
3 hereby repealed.

1 Se c t io n  5. This act shall take effect as of Jan-
2 uary first, nineteen hundred and forty-two.






