
HOUSE No. 48

Accompanying the first recommendation of the Commissioner of 
Correction (House, No. 47). Public Welfare.

Cfje Commontoealt!) of e^assacjnisetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

An  A ct r e l a t iv e  to  t h e  r e t u r n  to  p r is o n  o f  c e r t a in

PRISONERS WHO HAVE BEEN RELEASED UPON PERMITS 

OR ON PAROLE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Se c t io n  1. Section one hundred and forty-one of
2 chapter one hundred and twenty-seven of the Gen-
3 era! Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition,
4 is hereby amended by striking out, in the eighteenth
5 line, the word “ released” and inserting in place
6 thereof the words: — originally sentenced, —  so as to
7 read as follows: — Section 1^1. A probation officer
8 may, with the consent of the county commissioners,
9 or, in Suffolk county, of the penal institutions com- 

10 missioner of Boston, investigate the case of any per
i l  son imprisoned in a jail or house of correction upon a
12 sentence of not more than six months, or upon a
13 longer sentence of which not more than six months
14 remain unexpired, or for failure to pay a fine, for the
15 purpose of ascertaining the probability of his reforma-
16 tion if released from imprisonment. If after such in-
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17 vestigation he recommends the release of the prisoner,
18 and the court which imposed the sentence, or, if the
19 sentence was imposed by the superior court, the dis-
20 trict attorney, certifies a concurrence in such recom-
21 mendation, the county commissioners or the penal
22 institutions commissioner may, if they consider it
23 expedient, release him on parole, upon such terms
24 and conditions as they may prescribe, and may
25 require a bond for their fulfilment. The surety upon
26 any such bond may at any time take and surrender
27 his principal, and the county commissioners or the
28 penal institutions commissioner may at any time
29 order any prisoner released by them to return to the
30 prison from which he was originally sentenced. This
31 section shall not apply to persons held upon sentences
32 of the courts of the United States.

1 Se c t io n  2. Said chapter one hundred and twenty-
2 seven is hereby further amended by striking out sec-
3 tion one hundred and forty-nine, as amended by sec-
4 tion fifty-one of chapter four hundred and fifty-one
5 of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-nine, and
6 inserting in place thereof the following: —
7 Section 149. The parole board, the county com-
8 missioners or, in Suffolk county, the penal institutions
9 commissioner of Boston, if a permit to be at liberty

10 granted or issued by them, respectively, has become
11 void or has been revoked, or if a prisoner on parole
12 under section one hundred and forty-one has been
13 ordered to return to prison, may order the arrest of
14 the holder of such permit or of such prisoner on pa-
15 role by any officer qualified to serve civil or criminal
16 process in any county, and the return of such holder
17 or of such prisoner on parole to the prison from
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18 which he was originally sentenced. The governor, if
19 a permit to be at liberty issued to an habitual criminal
20 under section one hundred and thirty-four has become
21 void or has been revoked, shall issue his warrant
22 authorizing the arrest of the holder thereof by any
23 officer qualified to serve criminal process, and his
24 return to state prison. A prisoner who has been so
25 returned to prison shall be detained therein according
26 to the terms of his original sentence. In computing
27 the period of his confinement, the time between his
28 release upon a permit or on parole and his return to
29 prison shall not be considered as any part of the term
30 of his original sentence. If at the time of the order
31 to return to prison or of the revocation of his permit
32 he is confined in any prison, service of such order
33 shall not be made until his release therefrom.




