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C ite  C o m m o n to e a ltj) o f flg a g g a d m se tts

D e p a r t m e n t  of  E d u c a t io n , B o st o n , December 2, 1940.

To the General Court of Massachusetts.

In accordance with the provisions of section 33 of 
chapter 30 of the General Laws, a copy of the recom
mendations for legislation to be contained in the annual 
report of this Department (Pub. Doc. No. 2) is sub
mitted, together with drafts of bills embodying the leg
islation recommended. This draft has been submitted 
to Counsel for the Senate, as required by law.

W ALTER F. DOW NEY,
Commissioner of Education.
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RECOM M ENDATIONS.

A dvisory Board of E ducation.
It seems necessary to suggest a minor revision in Gen

eral Laws, chapter 15, section 3, relating to the Depart
ment of Education. The present law now states in part: 
“ . . . The board shall meet at least once a month and 
at such other times as it may determine by rule and 
when requested by the commissioner or by any three 
members.”

I find on inquiry that not since the establishment of 
the Board have summer meetings been held, and there 
appears to be no necessity for meetings during these 
months. Therefore I respectfully recommend the enact
ment of the accompanying bill designated as the first 
recommendation.

State A id from Income T a x  and M assachusetts 
School Fund.

There has-been a tendency during recent years to in
clude on the returns required under chapter 70 (made 
by the cities and towns to the State for reimbursement) 
certain school employees who may perform duties, re
sembling those of regularly elected teachers for short 
periods, but whose names should not appear for the 
purpose of reimbursement as teachers. Therefore I re
spectfully recommend the enactment of the accompany
ing bill designated as the second recommendation.

Since the compilation of the Tercentenary Edition of 
the General Laws in 1932 the General Court has enacted 
additional legislation relating to the transportation of 
school children who attend private schools, and it seems 
clear that the new transportation factors established
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thereby should be recognized and expressed in the de
termination of the factors established under General 
Laws, chapter 70, section 11. Therefore I respectfully 
recommend the enactment of the accompanying bills 
designated as the third, fourth and fifth recommenda
tions.

Attendance and T uition of Children attending 
Public Schools in T owns Other than the Legal 
Settlement of the Parents or Guardians.

In General Laws, chapter 76, there are three impor
tant sections dealing with the subject of attendance and 
payment of tuition of children attending schools in cities 
and towns other than the legal settlement of the parents 
or guardians; viz., sections 5, 6 and 12. In order to 
clarify the interpretation and procedure throughout the 
351 cities and towns of the Commonwealth, it is deemed 
advisable to bring said sections into consonance by the 
uniform expression, “ legal settlement of parents or 
guardians.” Therefore I respectfully recommend the en
actment of the accompanying bills designated as the 
sixth, seventh and eighth recommendations.

Tuition and T ransportation of State and City 
W ards.

Under the provisions of the present General Laws, 
chapter 76, section 7, there occurs obvious inequalities 
in the matter of obligations concerning public wards, 
with the exception of those of the Commonwealth and 
the city of Boston. It seems the fair and equitable 
procedure for all cities and towns to meet said obliga
tions in the same manner as is now done by the Com
monwealth and the city of Boston under the present 
law. Therefore I respectfully recommend the enactment 
of the accompanying bill designated as the ninth rec
ommendation.




