
HOUSE No. 108

Accompanying the second recommendation of the Commission on 
Interstate Co-operation (House, No. 106). Conservation.

C tie  C o m m o r tto e a ltf)  o f agjaggac&usetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

An  A ct r a t if y in g  a  p r o p o se d  c o m p a c t  b e t w e e n  t h e

COMMONWEALTH AND CERTAIN OTHER STATES MEN

TIONED THEREIN, PROVIDING FOR BETTER UTILIZATION 

OF THE FISHERIES, MARINE, SHELL AND ANADROMOUS, 

OF THE ATLANTIC SEABOARD, AND PROVIDING FOR THE 

APPOINTMENT AND COMPENSATION OF THE MEMBERS 

REPRESENTING THE COMMONWEALTH UPON THE COM

MISSION THEREBY ESTABLISHED.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Se c t io n  1. The commission on interstate co-
2 operation, by its chairman, is hereby authorized to
3 enter into and execute on the part of this common-
4 wealth and in its name and behalf, with any of the
5 states named or referred to in the compact herein-
6 after referred to, acting by and through the com-
7 missioners or other officers authorized thereto by
8 the legislatures of such other states, a compact
9 in the following form: —
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10 Article I.
11 The purpose of this compact is to promote the
12 better utilization of the fisheries, marine, shell and
13 anadromous, of the Atlantic seaboard by the de-
14 velopment of a joint program for the promotion
15 and protection of the fishing industry, and by the
16 prevention of the physical waste of the fisheries
17 from any cause. It is not the purpose of this com-
18 pact to authorize the states joining herein to limit
19 the production of fish or fish products for the pur-
20 pose of establishing or fixing the price thereof, or
21 creating and perpetuating monopoly.

22 Article II.
23 This agreement shall become effective within
24 those states ratifying it whenever any two of the
25 states of Marne, New Hampshire, Massachusetts,
26 Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey,
27 Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South
28 Carolina, Georgia and Florida have ratified and
29 congress has given its consent. Any state contigu-
30 ous with any of the aforementioned states and ri-
31 parian upon waters frequented by anadromous fish,
32 flowing into waters under the jurisdiction of any
33 of the aforementioned states, may become a party
34 hereto as hereinafter provided.

35 Article III .

36 Each state joining herein shall appoint three repre-
37 sentatives to a commission hereby constituted and
38 designated as the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries
39 Commission. One shall be the executive officer of
40 the administrative agency of such state charged
41 with the conservation of the fisheries resources to
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42 which this compact pertains or, if there be more
43 than one officer or agency, the official of that
44 state named by the governor thereof. The second
45 shall be a member of the legislature of such state
46 designated by the commission or committee on
47 interstate co-operation of such state, or if there be
48 none, by the governor thereof. The third shall be
49 a citizen who shall have a knowledge of and interest
50 in the marine fisheries problem to be appointed by
51 the governor. This commission shall be a body
52 corporate with the powers and duties set forth
53 herein.

54 Article IV .

55 The duty of the said commission shall be to make
56 inquiry and ascertain from time to time such
57 methods, practices, circumstances and conditions
58 as may be disclosed for bringing about the conser-
59 vation and the prevention of the depletion and
60 physical waste of the fisheries, marine, shell and
61 anadromous, of the Atlantic seaboard. The com-
62 mission shall have power to recommend the co-
63 ordination of the exercise of the police powers of
64 the several states within their respective jurisdic-
65 tions to promote the preservation of those fisheries
66 and their protection against overfishing, waste, de-
67 pletion or any abuse whatsoever and to assure a
68 continuing yield from the fisheries resources of the
69 aforementioned states.
70 To that end the commission shall draft and, after
71 consultation with the advisory committee, recom-
72 mend to the governors and legislatures of the va-
73 rious signatory states legislation dealing with the
74 conservation of the marine and anadromous fish-
75 eries of the Atlantic seaboard. The commission
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76 shall, more than one month prior to any regular
77 meeting of the legislature in any signatory state,
78 present to the governor of the state its recommen-
79 dations relating to enactments to be made by the
80 legislature of that state in furthering the intents
81 and purposes of this compact.
82 The commission shall consult with and advise
83 the pertinent administrative agencies in the states
84 parties hereto with regard to problems connected
85 with the fisheries and recommend the adoption of
86 such regulations as it deems advisable.
87 The commission shall have power to recommend
88 to the states party hereto the stocking of the waters
89 of such states with fish and fish eggs or joint stock-
90 ing by some or all of the states party hereto and
91 when two or more of the states shall jointly stock
92 waters the commission shall act as the co-ordinating
93 agency for such stocking.

94 Article V.
95 The commission shall elect from its number a
96 chairman and a vice chairman and shall appoint
97 and at its pleasure remove or discharge such officers
98 and employees as may be required to carry the pro-
99 visions of this compact into effect and shall fix and

100 determine their duties, qualifications and compen-
101 sation. Said commission shall adopt rules and regu-
102 lations for the conduct of its business. It may
103 establish and maintain one or more offices for the
104 transaction of its business and may meet at any
105 time or place but must meet at least once a year.

106 Article VI.
107 No action shall be taken by the commission in
108 regard to its general affairs except by the affirmative
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109 vote of a majority of the whole number of compact-
110 ing states present at any meeting. No recommen-
111 dations shall be made by the commission in regard
112 to any species of fish except by the affirmative vote
113 of a majority of the compacting states which have
114 an interest in that species. The commission shall
115 define what shall be an interest.

116 Article VII.
117 The fish and wildlife service of the department of
118 the interior of the government of the United States
119 shall act as the primary research agency of the
120 Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission co-
121 operating with the research agencies in each state
122 for that purpose. Representatives of the said serv-
123 ice shall attend the meetings of the commission.
124 An advisory committee to be representative of
125 the commercial fishermen and the salt water an-
126 glers and such other interests of each state as the
127 commission deems advisable shall be established
128 by the commission as soon as practicable for the
129 purpose of advising the commission upon such
130 recommendations as it may desire to make.

131 Article VIII .
132 When any state other than those named spe-
133 cifically in Article II of this compact shall become
134 a party thereto for the purpose of conserving anad-
135 romous fish in accordance with the provisions of
136 Article II the participation of such state in the
137 action of the commission shall be limited to species
138 of anadromous fish.
139 Article IX .
140 Nothing in this compact shall be construed to
141 limit the powers of any signatory state or to repeal
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142 or prevent the enactment of any legislation or the
143 enforcement of any requirement by any signatory
144 state imposing additional conditions and restric-
145 tions to conserve its fisheries.

147 Continued absence of representation or of any
148 representative in the commission from any state
149 party hereto shall be brought to the attention of
150 the governor thereof.

152 The states party hereto agree to appropriate to
153 the support of the commission in proportion to the
154 primary market value of the products of their
155 fisheries, exclusive of cod and haddock, as recorded
156 in the most recent published reports of the fish and
157 wildlife service of the United States department
158 of the interior, provided, however, that when the
159 commission consists of two or three states no state
160 shall contribute less than twenty-five per cent and
161 when it shall consist of four or five states no state
162 shall contribute less than ten per cent and when it
163 shall consist of six or more states no state shall
164 contribute less than five per cent.
165 The compacting states agree to appropriate an
166 initial budget of ten thousand dollars, proportioned
167 as provided above; subsequent budgets to be deter-
168 mined by majority vote of the commission. It is
169 further provided that if less than ten states partici-
170 pate, the total of the initial budget may be reduced
171 by the commission.

172 Article X II .
173 This compact shall continue in force and remain
174 binding upon each ratifying state until renounced

146 Article X .

151 Article X I.
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175 by it. Renunciation of this compact must be pre-
176 ceded by sending six months’ notice in writing of
177 intention to withdraw from the compact to the
178 other states party hereto.

1 Section 2. Said compact, when approved by
2 any two of the states mentioned in Article II thereof
3 and when the congress of the United States shall
4 have given its consent, shall thereupon become
5 operative and effective. The governor is hereby
6 authorized and directed forthwith to notify the
7 governors, respectively, of said signatory states
8 and the president of the United States, that the
9 commonwealth on its part has approved said com-

10 pact. Upon its execution by the commissioners of
11 each of said states as aforesaid, a duly executed
12 original of said compact shall be filed in the office
13 of the state secretary, together with the original
14 notice of ratification received from the governors
15 of the remaining signatory states, and such notice,
16 if any, as may be received from the president or
17 the congress of the United States, signifying the
18 approval by such congress.

1 Section 3. After the aforesaid compact shall
2 have become effective, as provided in section two
3 of this act, the governor, with the advice and con-
4 sent of the council, shall appoint three members
5 of the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commis-
6 sion provided for in Article III of said cofnpact,
7 duly qualified as provided in said article. One of
8 such members shall always be the commissioner of
9 conservation or his successor in office, one shall be

10 a member of the general court designated from time
11 to time by the commission on interstate co-opera-
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12 tion, and one shall be a citizen of the commonwealth
13 having a knowledge of and interest in the marine
14 fisheries problem. Such last mentioned member
15 shall serve until the day of , nine-
16 teen hundred and forty- . During the last
17 two weeks of the month of , nineteen
18 hundred and forty- , and every six years
19 thereafter, the governor, with the advice and con-
20 sent of the council, shall appoint one member of
21 said commission, qualified as aforesaid, to fill the
22 office for six years from and after the first day of
23 of the year in which he is appointed. Sec-
24 tions eight to twelve, inclusive, of chapter thirty
25 of the General Laws shall apply to said appointed
26 members.

1 Se c t io n  4. Each member of said commission
2 appointed by the commonwealth who, while such
3 member, neither holds a salaried state office nor is
4 a member of the general court, shall, while a mem-
5 ber of said commission, be paid by the commonwealth
6 as compensation for his services, the sum of
7 dollars per day for each day’s service performed
8 in connection with his duties as such member. Such
9 compensation shall be paid by the state treasurer to

10 each such member, not more often than every two
11 weeks, upon bills approved by the chairman, vice
12 chairman or clerk of said commission.


