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Cf)t Commontocaltè of egassacfuisetts

M a ssa c h u s e t t s  A e r o n a u t ic s  C o m m iss io n , 
B o sto n  A ir p o r t , December 4, 1940.

To the Honorable Senate and the House of Representatives.

G e n t l e m e n  : — In accordance with the provisions of 
chapter 30, section 33, as amended by chapter 499 of 
the Acts of 1939, I am submitting herewith drafts of 
bills which will be included as recommendations for leg
islative action in the annual report of the Massachusetts 
Aeronautics Commission.

Very truly yours,

CROCKER SNOW,
Director.
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RECOMMENDATIONS.

1. We recommend that the city of Boston be author
ized to convey a certain parcel of land adjacent to the 
Boston Airport to the United States of America. This 
land is desired by the War Department so that it may 
construct an airplane hangar and service facilities; and 
it is the opinion of Boston corporation counsel that such 
conveyance, due to the fact that the parcel in question 
was taken by the city, must be authorized by the Gen
eral Court.

2. We recommend that cities and towns, except Bos
ton, be authorized to take by eminent domain, for public 
airport purposes, land or interests therein in some other 
city or town. This is because land necessary for the 
establishment of adequate airports frequently lies within 
the boundaries of several towns, and because some cities 
or towns do not have within their limits sufficient suit
able land for the establishment or improvement of air
ports which have become essential to such cities or towns. 
Without the recommended authorization it is sometimes 
impossible for communities to undertake or complete 
the development of airports which are in the public in
terest, and are becoming increasingly important to the 
public safety.

3. We recommend that property held by a city or 
town in another city or town for public airport pur
poses be exempted from taxation. There are several 
reasons for this: first, the benefits to be derived from a 
public airport generally redound to all of the area sur
rounding the airport, and not just to the political sub
division which may happen to own it; second, in most 
cases, the value of the property will be greatly increased 
over its unimproved state by virtue of expected expendi
tures of Federal funds thereon; and third, the possi
bility of taxation has acted, and will continue to act, as 
a deterrent to desirable and necessary public airport 
construction.


