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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

A n  A ct  a u t h o r i z i n g  t h e  s t a t e  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  p u b l i c

HEALTH TO REGULATE POLLUTION AND CONTAMINATION 

OF INLAND AND TIDAL W ATERS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section five of chapter one hundred and eleven of
2 the General Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary
3 Edition, is hereby amended by adding at the end the
4 following new sentence: — It shall from time to time,
5 after notice to all persons interested and a public
6 hearing, prescribe and establish rules and regulations
7 to prevent pollution or contamination of any or all
8 of the lakes, ponds, streams, tidal waters and flats
9 within the commonwealth or of the tributaries of

10 such tidal waters and flats, — so as to read as fol-
11 lows: —  Section 5. The department shall take cog-
12 nizance of the interests of health and life among the
13 citizens of the commonwealth, make sanitary in-
14 vestigations and inquiries relative to the causes of
15 disease, and especially of epidemics, the sources of
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16 mortality and the effects of localities, employments,
17 conditions and circumstances on the public health,
18 and relative to the sale of drugs and food and adul-
19 terations thereof; and shall gather and disseminate
20 such information relating thereto as it considers
21 proper for diffusion among the people. It shall ad-
22 vise the government concerning the location and
23 other sanitary condition of any public institution;
24 and shall have oversight of inland waters, sources of
25 water supply and vaccine institutions; and may,
26 for the use of the people of the commonwealth, pro-
27 duce and distribute antitoxin and vaccine lymph and
28 such specific material for protective inoculation,
29 diagnosis or treatment against typhoid fever and
30 other diseases as said department may from time to
31 time deem it advisable to produce and distribute;
32 and may sell, under such rules, regulations or re-
33 strictions as the council may establish, such amounts
34 of the various biologic products prepared or manu-
35 factured in the laboratories of the department, as
36 constitute an excess over the amounts required for
37 the diagnosis, prevention and treatment of infectious
38 diseases within the commonwealth. It shall annually
39 examine all main outlets of sewers and drainage of
40 towns of the commonwealth, and the effect of sewage
41 disposal. It shall from time to time, after notice to
42 all persons interested and a public hearing, prescribe
43 and establish rules and regulations to prevent pollu-
44 tion or contamination of any or all of the lakes, ponds,
45 streams, tidal waters and flats within the common-
46 wealth or of the tributaries of such tidal waters and
47 flats.


