
HOUSE No. 221

By Mr. McCready of Boston, petition of Harold W. Sullivan for 
extension of the provisions of the compulsory motor vehicle liability 
insurance law so as to include municipal and state owned vehicles. 
Insurance.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

An A ct to  e x t e n d  t h e  p r o v is io n s  o f  t h e  c o m p u l 

sory AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE LAW TO CITIES, TOWNS 

AND OTHER AGENCIES OF GOVERNMENT SO AS TO RE

QUIRE THEIR AUTOMOTIVE VEHICLES TO BE COVERED 

BY A POLICY OF INSURANCE AGAINST PERSONAL IN

JURIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 The provisions of the General Laws requiring all
2 motor vehicles operated upon the highways of Massa-
3 chusetts to be covered by a policy of insurance pay-
4 able in the sum of not less than five thousand dol-
5 lars nor more than ten thousand dollars, are hereby
6 extended to, and made applicable to cities, towns,
7 the metropolitan district commission, all state owned
8 motor vehicles, in whatever department used, and
9 to every motor operated vehicle, owned or leased by

10 any agency, unit, department or subdivision of gov-
11 ernment in the commonwealth.
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12 On and after the passage of this act, no motor
13 driven vehicle, owned, used, or leased by any unit of
14 government shall be operated upon the highway
15 without the same coverage with a compulsory lia-
16 bility policy against personal injuries, as is required
17 of private individuals. Any government owned, op-
18 erated or controlled motor driven vehicle, operated
19 by any unit of government, without compliance with
20 this section of the law shall be a trespasser upon the
21 highway, and forfeited forthwith to the common-
22 wealth.
23 An action under said policy may be maintained
24 directly at law or in equity against the company
25 issuing it, without naming the policy holder.


