
HOUSE No. 250

By Mr. Bresnahan of Springfield, petition of Harold W. Sullivan 
that certain corporations be authorized to make contributions for 
social and economic betterment during the emergency period. Mer
cantile Affairs.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

An A ct t o  a u t h o r i z e  c o r p o r a t i o n s  t o  m a k e  c o n 

t r i b u t i o n s  FOR SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC BETTERM EN T  

DURING THE EM ERGENCY PERIOD.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 During the national emergency declared by proc-
2 lamation of the president of the United States, every
3 corporation organized under the laws of this state
4 and doing business or operating in this state shall
5 have power to co-operate with other corporations
6 and with natural persons in the creation and main-
7 tenance of instrumentalities conducive to, or to sub-
8 scribe to and make payments as a proper part of the
9 expense of its business of funds for, the betterment 

10 of the social and economic conditions in any cora
il munity or communities in which such corporation is
12 operating and to that end such corporations may in
13 their discretion expend such reasonable sums as they
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14 may deem expedient, provided, however, that this act
15 shall not be construed, either by reason of the limited
16 period fixed herein or otherwise, as directly or in-
17 directly minimizing or interpreting the rights and
18 powers of corporations, as heretofore existing, with
19 reference to subscriptions and payments of the nature
20 above specified.
21 However, no part of any funds hereafter sub-
22 scribed or paid by any public utility company subject
23 to the jurisdiction of the department of public utilities,
24 for any of the purposes of or pursuant to the authoriza-
25 tion of this section shall be deemed a part of the
26 expense of the operation of the business of such com-
27 pany or properly chargeable to such expense and no
28 such company shall charge any such funds to or
29 credit the same against its operating expense account
30 or any other account which is directly or indirectly
31 considered for rate-making purposes.


