
HOUSE No. 273
By Mr. McCready of Boston, petition of Harold W. Sullivan for 

the appointment of a special commission (including members of the 
General Court) to investigate ways and means for improving and 
maintaining the health of the inhabitants of the Commonwealth. 
Public Health.

Cfte Commontoealti) of ^aosacbusetts
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

An A ct  d e c l a r in g  t h e  p o l ic y  o f  t h e  s t a t e  w it h

REGARD TO THE HEALTH OF ITS INHABITANTS AND 

CREATING A STATE COMMISSION TO STUDY AND RECOM

MEND WAYS AND MEANS FOR CARRYING OUT SUCH DE

CLARED POLICY, PROVIDING FOR THE ORGANIZATION 

OF SUCH COMMISSION, PRESCRIBING ITS POWERS AND 

DUTIES AND MAKING AN APPROPRIATION FOR ITS WORK.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Se c t io n  1 . The legislature hereby finds and
2 declares as the policy of the state that the health
3 of the inhabitants of the state is a matter of state
4 concern; that adequate medical care is an essential
5 element of public health; that the present efforts of
6 the medical profession in providing medical care
7 should be supplemented by the state and local govern-
8 ments; that the problem of economic need and the
9 problem of providing adequate medical care are not 

10 identical and may require different approaches for
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11 their ultimate solution; and that a long range state
12 health program directed toward all groups of the
13 population should be formulated and carried out.

1 Section 2. A permanent state commission is
2 hereby created, to consist of four senators appointed
3 by the president of the senate, six members of the
4 house of representatives, to be appointed by the
5 speaker of the house of representatives and five
6 persons appointed by the governor. Of the members
7 appointed by the governor, two shall be duly licensed
8 physicians practicing in the state of Massachusetts,
9 one shall be a representative of labor, one shall be

10 a representative of industry and one shall be a
11 representative of the public and all of whom shall
12 have experience in questions of public welfare and
13 public health. The state commissioner of health and
14 the state commissioner of public welfare and the
15 attorney general shall be ex officio members of the
16 commission. Vacancies occurring from any cause in
17 the appointive membership of the commission shall
18 be filled by the officer authorized to make the original
19 appointments.

1 Section 3. It shall be the duty of the commission
2 hereby created to recommend to the legislature a
3 long range state health program in accordance with
4 the policy declared in section one of this act; to
5 investigate, study and analyze "ways and means for
6 improving and maintaining the health of the people
7 of the state including but not limited to the following:
8 (a) Proposals designed to minimize the risk of
9 illness by increasing preventive efforts through ex- 

10 tension of public health services;
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11 (b) Proposals for furnishing adequate medical care
12 for persons of low income, the cost to be met from
13 public funds ;
14 (c) Proposals making available public funds for
15 the support of medical education and for studies,
16 investigations and procedures for raising the standards
17 of medical practice;
18 (d) Proposals making available public funds for
19 medical research in recognition of the need for main-
20 taining high standards of practice in both preventive
21 and curative medicine ;
22 (e) Proposals making public funds available to
23 hospitals which render services to persons of low
24 income and for laboratory, diagnostic and consultive
25 services;
26 (/) The utilization of private institutions in the
27 allocation of public funds for any of the foregoing so
28 long as the services rendered by them are designed
29 to carry out the objectives of such program and the
30 declared policy of the state;
31 (ff) The investigation and planning of the measures
32 proposed by the commission and the direction and
33 execution of such measures by persons expert in the
34 work involved; and
35 (h) Proposals designed to effect adequate ad-
36 ministration and supervision of the health functions
37 of the state government and if deemed advisable the
38 consolidation under a separate department of all
39 federal and state health and medical services and
40 activities. The study of any subject, matter or thing
41 adjudged by the commission to be relevant or ger-
42 maine to the subjects of inquiry hereunder shall be
43 deemed within the scope of the investigation di-
44 rected to be made by this act.
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1 S e c t io n  4. Such commission shall select a chair-
2 man and a vice-chairman from its own members and
3 may employ counsel and such other assistants as may
4 be needed and may fix their compensation within the
5 amounts made available by appropriation therefor.
6 Such commission may meet anywhere in the state,
7 may take testimony, subpoena witnesses and require
8 the production of books, records and papers and
9 otherwise have all the powers of a legislative com- 

10 mittee under the legislative law.

1 S e c t io n  5. The members of such commission
2 shall receive no compensation for their services, but
3 shall be entitled to their necessary travelling and
4 hotel expenses incurred in the performance of their
5 duties.

1 S e c t io n  6. Such commission shall make a report
2 to the legislature on or before February 1, nineteen
3 hundred and forty-two, and shall include in such
4 report such amendments or additions to or revision
5 of the law and such other measures as the commission
6 deems necessary to carry its recommendations into
7 effect.

1 Section 7. The sum of one hundred thousand
2 dollars, or so much thereof as may be needed, is
3 hereby appropriated, payable on the certificate of the
4 chairman of such commission on the warrant and
5 audit of the comptroller.

1 Section 8. This act shall take effect immediately.


