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By Mr. Lawrence of Medford, petition of Walter E. Lawrence for 
amendment of the law relative to the time for filing applications for 
abatement of local taxes. Taxation.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

An  A ct  r e l a t iv e  to th e  t im e  fo r  f il in g  ap p l ic a t io n s

FOR ABATEMENT OF LOCAL TAXES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as folloivs:

1 Section fifty-nine of chapter fifty-nine of the General
2 Laws, as most recently amended by section one of
3 chapter two hundred and fifty of the acts of nineteen
4 hundred and thirty-nine, is hereby further amended
5 by inserting after the word “ relates”  in the third line
6 the following:— , or within ninety days after the
7 receipt of his tax bill if said bill is not sent out by the
8 collector prior to July first of the year to which the tax
9 relates, — so as to read as follows: — Section 59.

10 A person aggrieved by the tax assessed upon him may,
11 except as hereinafter otherwise provided, on or before
12 October first of the year to which the tax relates, or
13 within ninety days after the receipt of his tax bill if
14 said bill is not sent out by the collector prior to July
15 first of the year to which the tax relates, apply in writ-
16 ing to the assessors, on a form approved by the com-



2 HOUSE — No. 297. [Jan. 1941.

17 missioner, for an abatement thereof, and if they find
18 him taxed at more than his just proportion, or upon an
19 assessment of any of his property in excess of its fair
20 cash value, they shall make a reasonable abatement;
21 provided, that a person aggrieved by a tax assessed
22 upon him under section seventy-five or reassessed upon
23 him under section seventy-seven may apply for such
24 abatement at any time within six months after notice
25 of such assessment or reassessment is sent to him.
26 A tenant of real estate paying rent therefor and under
27 obligation to pay more than one half of the taxes
28 thereon may apply for such abatement. If a person
29 other than the person to whom a tax on real estate is
30 assessed is the owner thereof, or has an interest there-
31 in, or is in possession thereof, and pays the tax, he may
32 thereafter prosecute in his own name any application,
33 appeal or action provided by law for the abatement or
34 recovery of such tax, which after the payment thereof
35 shall be deemed for the purposes of such application,
36 appeal or action, to have been assessed to the person
37 so paying the same. The holder of a mortgage on real
38 estate who has paid not less than one half of the tax
39 thereon may during the period beginning September
40 twentieth and ending October first of the year to which
41 the tax relates apply in the manner above set forth for
42 an abatement of such tax provided the person assessed
43 has not previously applied for abatement of such tax,
44 and thereupon the right of the person assessed to apply
45 shall cease and determine. The holder of a mortgage
46 so applying for abatement may thereafter prosecute
47 any appeal or action provided by law for the abate-
48 ment or recovery of such tax in the same manner and
49 subject to the same conditions as a person aggrieved
50 by a tax assessed upon him.


