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MEMORANDUM OF COMMISSIONER OF COR
PORATIONS AND TAXATION PURSUANT 
TO GENERAL LAWS, CHAPTER 3, SECTION 
7, AS AMENDED, WITH RESPECT TO 
PETITION TO THE GENERAL COURT OF 
PAUL B. MORGAN (PRESIDENT) FOR 
LEGISLATION TO AUTHORIZE THE COR
PORATION KNOWN AS THE WORCESTER 
ART MUSEUM TO LIOLD ADDITIONAL 
REAL AND PERSONAL PROPERTY.

D e c e m b e r  17, 1940.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

The above-named petition was transmitted to me 
by the Clerk of the House, December 12, 1940.

Worcester Art Museum was organized as a corpora
tion April 2, 1896, under Public Statutes, chapter 115. 
By chapter 312 of the Act of 1906 it was authorized to 
hold real and personal property to an amount not ex
ceeding $5,000,000. This authority was extended by 
chapter 167 of the Acts of 1913, wherein the following 
language was used:

The Worcester Art Museum may hold, in addition to the amount 
of real and personal property which it is authorized to hold by chapter 
three hundred and twelve of the acts of the year nineteen hundred 
and six, the land occupied by it for the purposes for which it was 
incorporated, the buildings erected or which may be erected thereon, 
and the works of art contained therein.
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The bill seeks a further increase in the authority to 
hold property. It is questioned whether either the 
act of 1913 or the proposed bill accords with the more 
general practice of the General Court, as indicated both 
by General Laws, chapter 180, section 9, and in numer
ous special acts to limit the authority of eleemosynary 
corporations to hold real and personal property to spe
cifically named amounts. Whether the land that may 
be held outside the 88,000,000 limitation is that occupied 
at the time of enactment or that occupied at any time 
after enactment is left to inference, but even if construed 
to mean land now occupied, the authority to erect build
ings thereon is without limitation as to value. No one 
can know the amount of the limitation as it depends 
upon future developments, nor can the members of the 
General Court in voting upon the bill gather from it an 
accurate indication of the extent of the authority granted.

It is suggested that an over-all limitation in terms of 
a definite amount be substituted if authority to hold 
additional property is to be granted. As the authority 
sought exceeds that granted under General Laws, chap
ter 180, section 9, the object sought by the petitioner 
cannot be accomplished under General Laws but re
quires a special act. Since the corporation is not organ
ized for business or profit no fee is required.

Respectfully yours,

HENRY F. LONG,
Commissioner of Corporations and Taxation.



1941.] HOUSE —  No. 313. 3

By Mr. Southgate of Worcester, petition of Paul B. Morgan (presi
dent) for legislation to authorize the corporation known as the Worces
ter Art Museum to hold additional real and personal property. Mer
cantile Affairs.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

A n  A ct a u t h o r i z i n g  t h e  W o r c e s t e r  a r t  m u s e u m  t o

HOLD ADDITIONAL REAL AND PERSONAL PROPERTY.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 The Worcester Art Museum, a Massachusetts
2 corporation incorporated under general law, is hereby
3 authorized to hold real and personal property to an
4 amount not exceeding eight million dollars, in addi-
5 tion to the land occupied by it, the building erected
6 or which may be erected thereon, and the works of
7 art contained in said buildings, all of which property,
8 and the income derived from it, shall be devoted to
9 the purposes set forth in its charter or agreement of 

10 association.




