
HOUSE No. 362
By Mr. Partridge of Watertown, petition of the Massachusetts 

Forest and Park Association for amendment of the law relative to 
classification of forest lands and taxation of forest products. Taxation.

Che Commontoealth of Massachusetts
In the Year One Thousand Nine Plundred and Forty-One.

A n A ct for  the  classificatio n  of forest  lands  and

T H E  T A X A T IO N  O F  F O R E ST  P R O D U C TS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and Rouse of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 The General Laws are hereby amended by striking
2 out chapter sixty-one and inserting in place thereof
3 the following: —

4 C h a pt e r  61.

5 T a x a t io n  of F orest  P roducts and  C l a ssifi-
6 C A T IO N  A N D  T A X A T IO N  OF F O R E S T  L A N D S .

7 Section 1. All forest land, not used for grazing and
8 other purposes incompatible with forest production,
9 valued on the town tax list of the preceding year for

10 land and growth at not more than twenty-five dollars
11 per acre, shall be listed as classified forest land. On
12 or before the first of January following the passage of
13 this act, the assessors shall notify all owners of such
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14 land, as to the valuation they have placed upon such
15 areas, as land alone. In case of dispute as to whether
16 the land in question is forest land, either party may
17 appeal to a committee composed of the state forester
18 and two other persons, one of whom shall be selected
19 by the assessors and one by the owner, who shall
20 examine the property and hear both parties and whose
21 decision shall be final. The valuation placed upon
22 classified forest land under this chapter and the tax
23 annually assessed upon it shall not include the value
24 of trees growing thereon.
25 Section 2. Products tax and other taxes. The
26 trees growing on classified forest land shall not be
27 taxed, but the owner of such land, except as hereinafter
28 provided, shall pay a products tax of six per cent of
29 the stumpage value upon all wood or timber cut there-
30 from, and one tenth of such taxes collected by the
31 town shall be paid to the state treasurer. Trees stand-
32 ing on such land shall not be included in the town
33 valuation in apportioning the state or county tax
34 among the towns. But an owner of classified forest
35 land may annually cut, free of tax, wood or timber
36 from such land, not exceeding twenty-five dollars in
37 stumpage value; provided, that such wood or timber
38 is for his own use or for that of a tenant of said land 
35) only. Buildings or other structures standing on classi-
40 fied forest land shall be taxed as real estate with the
41 land on which they stand. Classified forest land shall
42 be subject to special assessments and betterment
43 assessment. The owner shall make a return to the
44 assessors before February first in each year of the
45 amount of all wood and timber removed and sold from
46 classified forest land during the year ending on the
47 preceding December thirty-first.
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48 Section 3. When in the judgment of the assessors
49 the timber on classified forest land has reached
50 maturity or the land has become more valuable for
51 other uses than the production of timber, they may
52 after one year’s notice withdraw said land from the
53 operation of this act and any taxes due thereon shall
54 be paid at the time of withdrawal; provided that the
55 owner may appeal to the state forester to determine
56 whether the timber has reached maturity, and the
57 state forester shall examine the property and his
58 decision shall be final.
59 Section 4- Any owner of forest land who fails to
60 comply with the requirements of this chapter shall,
61 upon conviction thereof, be punished by a fine of not
62 less than ten dollars nor more than one hundred dol-
63 lars, and in addition to said penalty the land may be
64 withdrawn by the assessors from the operation of
65 this act.
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