
HOUSE No. 411

By Mr. Lerche of Northampton, petition of William E. Parker 
that the date of expiration of motor vehicle registrations be changed 
from December thirty-first to March thirty-first. Highways and 
Motor Vehicles.

C f )c C o m m o n t o e a lt i)  o f s p a o s a c lju s e tts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

An A ct c h a n g in g  t h e  d a t e  o f  e x p ir a t io n  o f  m o t o r

VEHICLE REGISTRATIONS FROM DECEMBER THIRTY-FIRST 

TO MARCH THIRTY-FIRST.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Se c t io n  1. Section two of chapter ninety of the
2 General Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary
3 Edition, is hereby amended by striking out, in the
4 forty-first line, the word “ August” and inserting in
5 place thereof the word: — November, — and by strik-
6 ing out, in the forty-fourth line, the word “ Septem-
7 ber” and inserting in place thereof the w ord :--
8 December, — so that the paragraph included in lines
9 forty-one to fifty-five, inclusive, will read as follows:

10 — A person who, before the first day of November
11 in any year, transfers the ownership or loses posses-
12 sion of any vehiole registered in his name and who
13 does not apply for registration of another vehicle
14 but who, on or before the first day of December in
15 the same year, files in the office of the registrar a
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16 written application for a rebate shall be entitled to a
17 rebate of one half the fee paid for the registration of
18 the vehicle transferred or lost possession of as afore-
19 said; provided, that no such rebate shall be paid
20 except upon a certificate, filed with the comptroller,
21 setting forth the facts, and signed by the registrar or
22 his authorized agent; and provided, also, that the re-
23 bate shall be paid out of the fees received for the regis-
24 tration of motor vehicles and trailers without specific
25 appropriation. The registrar, at his discretion, may
26 assign to the vehicle of any person who surrenders
27 his registration certificate as herein provided, and
28 who desires to register another vehicle, the register
29 number of the vehicle described in the surrendered
30 certificate.

1 Section 2. The last paragraph of said section two
2 of said chapter ninety, as most recently amended by
3 chapter fifty-four of the acts of nineteen hundred and
4 thirty-three, is hereby further amended by striking
5 out, in the last line, the word “ December” and in-
6 serting in place thereof the word : —  March, — so
7 as to read as follows : — If the registrar shall deter-
8 mine at any time that, for any reason, a motor vehicle
9 or trailer is unsafe or improperly equipped or other-

10 wise unfit to be operated, he may refuse to register
11 such motor vehicle or trailer or, if it is already regis-
12 tered, may suspend or revoke its registration. The
13 horse power of every motor vehicle sought to be
14 registered shall be determined by the commissioner
15 of public works, and his determination shall be final
16 and conclusive. The registration of every motor
17 vehicle and trailer registered under this section shall
18 expire at midnight on March thirty-first of each year.
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1 Section 3. Section five of said chapter ninety, as
2 so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out the
3 fourth sentence and inserting in place thereof the
4 following new sentence: — Every registration under
5 this section shall expire at midnight on March thirty-
6 first of each year.

1 Section 4. Section thirty-three of said chapter
2 ninety, as so appearing, is hereby amended by striking
3 out, in the seventy-eighth line, the word “ October”
4 and inserting in place thereof the word: — January,
5 — and by striking out, in the seventy-ninth line, the
6 word “ December” and inserting in place thereof the
7 word: — March, — so that the paragraph included in
8 lines seventy-six to eighty, inclusive, will read as fol-
9 lows: — For the registration of every motor vehicle

10 or trailer by an owner who applies therefor under
11 section two during the period beginning with the first
12 day of January and ending with the thirty-first day
13 of March in any year, one half of the fee for a full
14 year’s registration of said vehicle.

1 Section 5. This act shall apply to registrations
2 of motor vehicles which are to become effective on
3 or after January first, nineteen hundred and forty-
4 two, except that the fee for the registration of every
5 motor vehicle or trailer by an owner who applies
6 therefor under section two of chapter ninety of the
7 General Laws during the period beginning with the
8 first day of January and ending with the thirty-first
9 day of March in said year shall be one quarter of the 

10 fee for a full year’s registration of said vehicle.




