
HOUSE No. 486

By Mr. Mahar of Orange, petition of Henry F. Long (Commissioner 
of Corporations and Taxation) for legislation relative to the taxation 
of personal property of certain public utility companies. Taxation.

C Jje  C o m m o n tu e a ltl)  of a p a g sa c tm s c tts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

An A ct r elative  to th e  t a x a t io n  of per so n al  prop

erty OF CERTAIN PUBLIC UTILITY COMPANIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section  1. Section thirty-nine of chapter fifty-
2 nine of the General Laws, as most recently amended
3 by section twenty-two of chapter four hundred and
4 fifty-one of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-
5 nine, is hereby further amended by inserting after
6 the word ‘ ‘ all”  in the second and nineteenth lines,
7 in each instance, the words: — gas, electric, gas and
8 electric, — so as to read as follows: —  Section 39.
9 The valuation at which the machinery, poles, wires

10 and underground conduits, wires and pipes of all gas,
11 electric, gas and electric, telephone and telegraph
12 companies shall be assessed by the assessors of the
13 respective towns where such property is subject to
14 taxation shall be determined annually by the com-
15 missioner, subject to appeal to the appellate tax
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16 board, as hereinafter provided, and shall by him be
17 certified to the assessors on or before March fifteenth.
18 A board of assessors aggrieved by a valuation made
19 by the commissioner under this section may, within
20 ten days after notice of his valuation, apply to said
21 appellate tax board. Said board shall hear and
22 decide the subject matter of such appeal and give
23 notice of its decision to the commissioner and to the
24 assessors; and its decision as to the valuation of the
25 property shall be final and conclusive, except as pro-
26 vided in section seventy-three, relative to abatements.
27 The assessors shall, in the manner provided by law,
28 assess the machinery, poles, wires and underground
29 conduits, wires and pipes of all gas, electric, gas and
30 electric, telephone and telegraph companies as certi-
31 fied and at the value determined b3̂  the commissioner
32 or by the appellate tax board, and such assessment by
33 a board of assessors shall be deemed to be a full
34 compliance with the oath of office of each assessor
35 and a full performance of his official duty with rela-
36 tion to the assessment of such property, except as
37 provided in the following section.

1 Section 2. Section forty-one of said chapter
2 fifty-nine, as amended by section thirty-seven of
3 chapter two hundred and fifty-four of the acts of
4 nineteen hundred and thirty-three, is hereby further
5 amended by inserting after the word “ Every”  in
6 the first line the words: — gas, electric, gas and elec-
7 trie, —  and by inserting after the article “ a ”  in the
8 fourteenth line the words:1 —  gas, electric, gas and
9 electric,—  so as to read as follows: —  Section 41.

10 Every gas, electric, gas and electric, telephone or
11 telegraph company owning any property required
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12* to be valued by the commissioner under section
13 thirty-nine shall annually, on or before a date deter-
14 mined by the commissioner but in no case later than
15 March first, make a return to the commissioner signed
16 and sworn to by its treasurer. This return shall be
17 in the form and detail prescribed by the commissioner
18 and shall contain all information which he shall con-
19 sider necessary to enable him to make the valuations
20 required by section thirty-nine, and shall relate, so
21 far as is possible, to the situation of the company
22 and its property on January first of the year when
23 made. Property returned to the commissioner as
24 herein provided need not be included in the list re-
25 quired to be filed by a gas, electric, gas and electric,
26 telephone or telegraph company under section twenty-
27 nine.

1 Section  3. This act shall take effect on January
2 first, nineteen hundred and forty-two, and shall not
3 apply to taxes assessed in any year prior thereto nor
4 affect any proceedings with respect to said prior
5 taxes.




