
HOUSE No. 488

By Mr. Mahar of Orange, petition of Henry F. Long (Commis
sioner of Corporations and Taxation) for legislation relative to the 
sale of lands of low value held by cities and towns under tax titles. 
Taxation.

CJ)c CommontucaltJ) of epassacijusctts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

A n  A ct  r e l a t iv e  to  the  sale  of lands  of lo w  valu e

HELD BY A CITY OR TOWN UNDER TAX TITLES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section  1. Section seventy-nine of chapter sixty
2 of the General Laws, as most recently amended by
3 section one of chapter one hundred and seventy-three
4 of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-five, is
5 hereby further amended by striking out the first
6 paragraph, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition,
7 and inserting in place thereof the following new
8 paragraph: —
9 After two years from the taking or purchase by a

10 town of any lands for non-payment of taxes, the
11 commissioner may, and on written application of its
12 treasurer containing the statement hereinafter pro-
13 vided, shall, inquire into the value of such lands.
14 If the commissioner is of opinion that such lands are
15 of insufficient value to meet the taxes, interest and
16 charges, and all subsequent taxes and assessments
17 thereon, together with the expenses of a foreclosure
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18 under section sixty-nine, and that the facts essential
19 to the validity of the tax titles of such lands have been
20 adequately established, he shall make affidavit of such
21 finding, which shall be recorded in the registry of
22 deeds for the district where the town is situated.
23 The commissioner may require the treasurer to in-
24 elude in his application a statement to be signed under
25 penalties of perjury tending to establish such facts
26 essential to the validity of the tax titles of such lands
27 as he deems meet. The statement so made, or such
28 portion thereof as the commissioner finds pertinent,
29 may be incorporated in his affidavit and when recorded
30 shall be prima facie evidence of such facts.

1 Se c t io n  2. Section eighty of said chapter sixty
2 of the General Laws, as most recently amended by
3 section two of chapter one hundred and seventy-three
4 of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-five, is
5 hereby further amended by adding at the end thereof
6 the following new sentence: —
7 Any person, having a right of redemption or any
8 other interest in the land so conveyed or purported
9 to be conveyed upon whom service of the notice of

10 sale provided in section seventy-nine has been made
11 in the manner defined in section one, who prior to the
12 sale or taking neither redeems the land nor brings
13 proceedings to enjoin the sale or taking, shall upon
14 the recording of such deed be forever barred from
15 asserting or attempting to assert any right or interest
16 which he may previously have had in such land
17 whether by reason of errors or irregularities in assess-
18 ment or collection proceedings or otherwise, and the
19 statement in the treasurer’s deed that such service
20 has been made shall be prima facie evidence thereof


