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SPECIAL REPOET OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 
PUBLIC WORKS RELATIVE TO PUBLIC AC
CESS TO RUDD POND IN THE TOWN OF 
BECKET.

[Harbors and Public Lands.]

D e c e m b e r  26 , 1940 .

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the Common
wealth of Massachusetts.

The Joint Board constituted under the provisions of 
chapter 453 of the Acts of 1923, now section 18A of 
chapter 91 of the General Laws, Tercentenary Edition, 
submits the following report relative to a right of way 
for public access to Rudd Pond in the town of Becket. 
Section 18A of chapter 91 of the General Laws provides:

Section 18A. Upon petition of ten citizens of the commonwealth 
that in their opinion public necessity requires a right of way for pub
lic access to any great pond within the commonwealth, the division 
of waterways and public lands of the department of public works and 
the attorney general or a representative designated by him sitting 
jointly shall hold a public hearing and receive such evidence thereon 
as may be presented to them. The joint board may make such addi
tional investigation as it deems desirable and if it appears to said 
board that such a right of way exists it shall present a petition to the 
land court for registration of the easement. If it appears that no 
right of way exists it shall submit a report, together with recom
mendations thereon, to the general court on or before January first 
of the following year. This section shall not apply to any body of 
water used as a source of water supply by the commonwealth or by 
any town or district, or water company, nor shall it affect the right 
of the commonwealth or any town or district or water company to 
the use and control of the waters of any such pond for the purposes of
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a water supply, nor shall it affect or dimmish any existing right to the 
use of the water of any such pond for mercantile or manufacturing 
purposes.

On October 2, 1939, under the provisions of this stat
ute, the following petition, signed by ten citizens of the 
Commonwealth, was hied with the Department:

The undersigned, citizens of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
respectfully represent that Rudd Pond, located in the town of Becket, 
Berkshire County, in said Commonwealth, is a great pond; that in 
their opinion public necessity requires a right of way for public access 
to said pond.

The Attorney General designated Assistant Attorney 
General Walter W. O’Donnell to represent him upon 
the Joint Board.

A public hearing, duly advertised, was held on De
cember 18, 1940, at which all persons were given full 
opportunity to be heard and to submit evidence.

Upon consideration of all the evidence the Board finds 
that public convenience and necessity do not appear to 
require the establishment of a right of way for public 
access to Rudd Pond in the town of Becket.

In accordance with this finding the Board recommends 
that no legislation is necessary.

THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS.

H erm an  A. M acD onald ,
Commissioner.

P aul C. R yan ,
G eo rg e  W. Sch r y v er ,

Associate Commissioners.

Approved.

RICHARD K. HALE,
Director Division of Waterways.

WALTER W. O’DONNELL,
Assistant Attorney General.


