
HOUSE No. 554

By Mr. Snow of Natick, petition of Alfred A. Maffeo and others 
for the registration of bicycles for the purpose of making more diffi
cult their theft and for promoting a greater degree of care in their 
operation. Highways and Motor Vehicles.

Clje Commontucalti) of epassacinisetts
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

A n A ct  p r o v id in g  f o r  t h e  r e g is t r a t io n  o f  b ic y c l e s

FOR THE PURPOSE OF REGULATING THEIR USE AND MAK

ING MORE DIFFICULT THEIR THEFT AND PROMOTING 

A GREATER DEGREE OF CARE IN THEIR OPERATION.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter one hundred and forty of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by inserting after section one
3 hundred and eighty-seven, as amended, under the
4 caption b ic y c l e s , the following new sections: —
5 Section 187A. No bicycle, except one owned and
6 operated by a non-resident of this state, shall be
7 operated upon any public way or any sidewalk appur-
8 tenant thereto, unless registered under section one
9 hundred and eighty-seven B, and unless the regis-

10 tration plate therefor is attached and displayed as
11 prescribed.
12 Section 187B. The chief officer of the police de-
13 partment of each city or town or his agent; or the
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14 town clerk, or his agent, of such towns as have no
15 regular police department, shall upon payment to
16 him of a fee of fifty cents, accompanied by an applica-
17 tion therefor, register a bicycle owned by a resident
18 of his city or town or by a non-resident of this state
19 and shall, thereupon, issue to the applicant a certifi-
20 cate of registration, together with a registration plate
21 so constructed or designed as to prevent or make
22 difficult the theft of the bicycle and having displayed
23 thereon the register number assigned to such bicycle.
24 Every such registering officer shall, each week, send
25 to the registrar of motor vehicles all applications for
26 registration of bicycles on which a certificate and
27 registration plate have been issued during the pre-
28 ceding week, together with a fee of forty cents for each
29 such registration, provided, however, that no fee
30 shall accompany applications on which the number
31 plate has been reassigned, as provided in section one
32 hundred and eighty-seven D. The registration of
33 every bicycle under this section shall be permanent
34 except that the transfer of ownership of a bicycle
35 shall terminate the registration, if any, thereof.
36 Section 187C. The registrar of motor vehicles,
37 or his authorized agent, shall design, prepare and
38 furnish to each officer or person authorized under
39 section one hundred and eighty-seven B to register
40 bicycles, suitable registration plates, suitable appli-
41 cation blanks and certificates of registration. The
42 registrar may furnish or prescribe such other forms
43 as may be necessary and may make rules and regu-
44 lations governing the use of such forms and the pro-
45 cedure to be followed in registering bicycles and the
46 conditions under which the certificate of registration
47 is to be carried and the registration plate displayed.
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48 The application shall contain, in addition to such
49 other particulars as may be required by the registrar,
50 the name, address and age of the owner, the name and
51 serial number, if any, affixed by the maker of the
52 bicycle and, if the owner is less than sixteen years of
53 age, the verification or approval of one of said owner’s
54 parent or guardian. The certificate shall contain the
55 name and address of the owner, the register number,
56 and shall be in such form and contain such further
57 information as the registrar may determine. The
58 registrar or his duly authorized agents shall record
59 in a book or upon suitable index cards to be kept for
60 the purpose each bicycle described in the applications
61 sent to him weekly in accordance with the provisions
62 of section one hundred and eighty-seven B. Such
63 records shall be available in connection with official
64 inquiries occasioned by the registration and operation
65 of bicycles and their recovery in case of theft.
66 Section 187D. Upon the transfer of ownership of
67 any bicycle its registration shall expire and the per-
68 son in whose name such bicycle is registered, upon
69 the filing of a new application and payment of a fee
70 of ten cents, may have registered in his name another
71 bicycle to which shall be assigned the registration
72 plate previously issued to him. Whenever such trans-
73 fer of ownership occurs and such person does not
74 desire to register another bicycle, the certificate of
75 registration with a notice, containing the date of
76 transfer of ownership and the name and address of
77 the new owner, together with the registration plate,
78 shall be surrendered to the registering officer or the
79 registrar of motor vehicles. If a registration plate
80 is lost or so defaced that the numbers thereon are
81 illegible, the owner of the bicycle shall, upon sur-
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render of the certificate of registration, be assigned 
a new registration plate and certificate upon the 
payment of a fee of fifty cents. The fee for the prep
aration of a new certificate of registration to replace 
one which has become lost or mutilated shall be ten 
cents.

Section 187E. Each officer or person authorized 
under section one hundred and eighty-seven B to 
register bicycles shall, not oftener than once each 
year, upon the presentation of the certificate of regis
tration of any bicycle owner, endorse thereon the 
current date or issue in exchange therefor, as may be 
determined by the registrar of motor vehicles, a new 
certificate upon which shall be transcribed the data 
with regard to the owner and the bicycle, but bearing 
the current date and, in either case, no fee shall be 
required. This provision for the annual endorsement 
or renewal of permanent certificates of registration 
is permissive and not mandatory and the failure of 
any owner to have so endorsed or renewed his certifi
cate shall not invalidate the certificate held by him.

Section 187F. No person shall operate a bicycle, 
the resident owner of which has not complied with 
the provisions of this act concerning registration, 
nor shall any person loan or use the certificate of 
registration or registration plate on any bicycle other 
than the one to which it has been assigned, nor dis
play a fictitious plate thereon. Operators of bicycles 
shall conform to traffic rules and regulations so far 
as they are obviously and reasonably applicable for 
their own safety and, in any event, wherever they 
are required by rule or regulation to be so followed. 
No operator of a bicycle shall permit another person 
to ride upon any portion of the bicycle with him
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116 except that the bicycle be a tandem bicycle or one
117 equipped for two or more riders.
118 Section 187G. Violations by owners or operators
119 of bicycles of any of the provisions of sections one
120 hundred and eighty-seven A, D and F, or rules or
121 regulations made in accordance with section one
122 hundred and eighty-seven C, shall not constitute a
123 criminal offence, nor shall such violations on the part
124 of such bicycle owners or operators affect, in any
125 way, their civil rights or those of their parents or
126 guardians in the case of accidents or injury while
127 operating a bicycle upon any way. The penalty for
128 violations of any of the provisions of the sections or
129 rules or regulations herein referred to shall be imposed
130 by the officer or person authorized under section one
131 hundred and eighty-seven B to register bicycles who
132 shall, for a first offence, warn the operator in writing
133 by mail; for a second offence, shall summon the
134 operator to the police station for a verbal warning;
135 and, for a third or subsequent offence, may impound
136 the bicycle of the operator, if registered in his name,
137 for varied periods not to exceed fifteen days except
138 with the approval of the parent or guardian, and
139 provided, further, that if the bicycle is impounded
140 because the owner has not complied with the law
141 with regard to registration thereof, it shall not be
142 released until lawfully registered. In the case of
143 violations by persons under sixteen years of age, both
144 the warning and the summons shall be mailed to the
145 attention of the parent or guardian. Any person
146 aggrieved by a ruling or decision of any registering
147 officer may, within ten days thereafter, appeal from
148 such ruling or decision to the registrar of motor
149 vehicles.



6 HOUSE — No. 554. [Jan. 1941.

150 Section 187H. The school authorities of the cities
151 and towns shall co-operate with the registrar of
152 motor vehicles and the officer authorized under sec-
153 tion one hundred and eighty-seven B to register
154 bicycles in advising all students within their juris-
155 diction as to the requirements and provisions of sec-
156 tions one hundred and eighty-seven A to G, inclusive.
157 Section 1871. Owners of bicycles subject to the
158 provisions of section one hundred and eighty-seven
159 A shall register the same during the period between
160 January first and March thirty-first, nineteen hun-
161 dred and forty-two, after which time all the provisions
162 of sections one hundred and eighty-seven A to H,
163 inclusive, shall be in full force and effect.
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