
HOUSE No. 677
By Mr. Taylor of Fall River, petition of Thomas N. Ashton for an 

investigation by the committee on Civil Service of the methods and 
results attending the compilation of public records in the Department 
of Civil Service and Registration. Civil Service.

Che Commontoealth of massachusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

R e s o l v e  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a  l e g i s l a t i v e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n

INTO THE METHODS AND RESULTS ATTENDING THE 

COMPILATION OF PUBLIC RECORDS IN THE DEPARTM ENT 

OF CIVIL SERVICE AND REGISTRATION.

1 Resolved, That the joint committee on Civil Service
2 be authorized and directed to make an investigation
3 into the methods and results employed by the Depart-
4 ment of Civil Service and Registration in its recordings
5 of persons employed within the civil service classifica-
6 tions under the authority of chapters thirteen and
7 thirty-one of the General Laws. The Committee shall
8 include in its reported findings drafts of such legisla-
9 tion as may be deemed necessary to rectify, alter,

10 re-mark, and/or otherwise establish true and accurate
11 records as may be deemed necessary to rectify er-
12 roneous public records in the said Department of
13 Civil Service and Registration, and to rectify any wrong
14 done to any person under civil service in consequence
15 of any erroneous or falsified public record found in
16 the files, indices, books of account, lists of eligibles,
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17 and/or other forms used for public records pertaining
18 to persons under the classified civil service. The
19 Committee shall report its findings and recommenda-
20 tions to the present session of the General Court.
21 The Committee shall have the authority to summons
22 witnesses and records relating to the scope of the
23 Committee’s investigation. Any justice of the supreme
24 judicial court or of the superior court may, upon ap-
25 plication of the Committee, compel the attendance of
26 persons whom may be deemed necessary to give
27 testimony in furtherance of the Committee’s investi-
28 gation under this resolve, in the same manner and
29 extent as before the said courts. The Committee may
30 expend for legal, clerical and other services and
31 expenses such sums as the General Court may ap-
32 propriate from the general fund or revenue of the
33 Commonwealth in advance of final action on the general
34 appropriation bill; provided, that the initial sum of
35 money expended by the Committee, for said services
36 and expenses during the present session of the Legisla-
37 ture, shall not exceed, in the aggregate, the sum of
38 five thousand dollars, which sum is hereby appro-
39 priated in the manner aforesaid.


