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By Mr. Fleming of Worcester, petition of the Federation of State, 

City & 1 own Employees for a forty-hour week for laborers, workmen 
and mechanics in certain cities and towns. Public Service.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

A n  A ct pro vid in g  for  a  fo r ty -h o u r  w e e k  for  la b o r 
e r s , WORKMEN AND MECHANICS IN CERTAIN CITIES 
AND TOWNS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section  1. Section thirty-one of chapter one hun-
2 dred and forty-nine of the General Laws, as appearing
3 in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended by
4 inserting after the word “ day” in the tenth and four-
5 teenth lines, respectively, the words: — and to forty
6 hours in any one week, — so as to read as follows: —
7 Section 31. The service of all laborers, workmen and
8 mechanics now or hereafter employed by any town
9 which has accepted section twenty of chapter one hun-

10 dred and six of the Revised Laws, or section forty-two
11 of chapter five hundred and fourteen of the acts of
12 nineteen hundred and nine, or said section forty-two, as
13 affected by chapter four hundred and ninety-four of the
14 acts of nineteen hundred and eleven, and which has
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15 not accepted section one of chapter two hundred and
16 forty of the General Acts of nineteen hundred and
17 sixteen, or by any contractor or sub-contractor for or
18 upon any public works of any such town, is hereby
19 restricted to eight hours in any one day and to forty
20 hours in any one week. No officer of any such town,
21 no such contractor or sub-contractor or other person
22 whose duty it is to employ, direct or control the service
23 of such laborers, workmen or mechanics shall require
24 or permit any such laborer, workman or mechanic to
25 work more than eight hours in any one day and to
26 forty hours in any one week, except in cases of ex-
27 traordinary emergency. But any such town may accept
28 the preceding section and shall thereupon become
29 subject thereto.

1 Section  2. On and after the effective date of this
2 act the salary or compensation of all laborers, work-
3 men and mechanics specified in section thirty-one of
4 chapter one hundred and forty-nine of the General
5 Laws, as appearing hi section one of this act, for a
6 forty-hour week shall be established at a rate sufficient
7 to equal the salary or compensation payable to such
8 laborers, workmen and mechanics immediately prior to
9 said effective date for a forty-eight hour week.


