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By Mr. Atkinson of Brookline (by request), petition of Arthur J.
Shinners that voters be authorized to cast their ballots who at the
time of closing of the polls are in polling places or in line at the doors
thereof. Election Laws.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

An Act authorizing voters to cast their ballots

WHO AT THE TIME OF CLOSING THE POLLS ARE EITHER

IN THE POLLING PLACE OR IN LINE AT THE DOOR THEREOF.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

Cfte Commontoealti) of e^assmcinisetts

1 Section sixty-four of chapter fifty-four of the
2 General Laws is hereby amended by adding at the
3 end of the second paragraph the following: pro-
-4 vided, however, that those voters who, at the time
5 of closing the polls, are either in the polling place
6 or in line at the door thereof and have not been able
7 to vote, shall be entitled to vote, and the polls shall
8 remain open a sufficient time for them to do so.
9 Election officers shall furnish or cause to be fur-

10 nished a card or slip of identification bearing such
11 person’s name to each such person waiting in line
12 at the hour for closing the polls for the purpose of
13 permitting him to vote, and a police officer or other
14 qualified person shall be placed at the end of the
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15 line to see that the provisions of this paragraph are
16 complied with, —so as to read as follows: The
17 polls shall in no case be kept open after eight o’clock
18 in the evening, provided, however, that those voters
19 who, at the time of closing the polls, are either in the
20 polling place or in line at the door thereof and have
21 not been able to vote, shall be entitled to vote, and
22 the polls shall remain open a sufficient time for them
23 to do so. Election officers shall furnish or cause to
24 be furnished a card or slip of identification bearing
25 such person’s name to each such person waiting in
26 line at the hour for closing the polls for the purpose
27 of permitting him to vote, and a police officer or other
28 qualified person shall be placed at the end of the line
29 to see that the provisions of this paragraph are com-
30 plied with.


