
HOUSE 1029

By Mr. Jones of Barnstable, petition of Frederic W. Cook (Secre-
tary of the Commonwealth) for legislation relative to the contents
and arrangement of official ballots. Election Laws.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

An Act relative to the contents and arrangement

OP OFFICIAL BALLOTS.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and hy the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section forty-two of chapter fifty-four of the
2 General Laws, as most recently amended by section
3 two of chapter two hundred and thirty-eight of the
4 acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-five, is hereby
5 further amended by inserting after the word “office”
6 in the eighteenth line the following new sentence:
7 Immediately above such blank spaces and below the
8 names of the candidates in such group shall be printed,
9 across the entire width of the ballot page, the words

10 “Use space below to vote for a person not printed
11 above”, —so that the first paragraph will read as
12 follows The names of candidates for every state,
13 city and town office, except presidential electors,
14 shall, except at state elections in places where voting
15 machines are used, be arranged under the designation
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16 of the office in alphabetical order according to their
17 surnames, except as city charters otherwise provide
18 in the case of municipal offices; but the names of
19 candidates for different terms of service in the same
20 office shall be arranged in groups according to the
21 length of their respective terms, and the names of
22 candidates nominated by single wards but to be
23 voted for at large shall be arranged in groups by
24 wards. In the case of representatives in congress,
25 the designation may be “congressman”. Blank spaces
26 shall be left at the end of the list of candidates for
27 each different office, except presidential electors, equal
28 to the number to be elected thereto, in which the voter
29 may insert the name of any person not printed on the
30 ballot for whom he desires to vote for such office.
31 Immediately above such blank spaces and below the
32 names of the candidates in such group shall be
33 printed, across the entire width of the ballot page,
34 the words “Use space below to vote for a person not
35 printed above”. If the approval of any question is
36 submitted to the voters, it shall be printed on the
37 ballot after the names of the candidates.


