
HOUSE 1073

By Mr. O’Shea of Lynn, petition of George J. O’Shea for legislation
to provide for the registration of bicycles and for making more difficult
their theft and promoting a greater degree of care in their operation.
Highways and Motor Vehicles.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

An Act providing for the registration of bicycles

FOR THE PURPOSE OF REGULATING THEIR USE AND

MAKING MORE DIFFICULT THEIR THEFT AND PROMOT-

ING A GREATER DEGREE Of CARE IN THEIR OPERATION.

1 Chapter one hundred and forty of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by inserting after section
3 one hundred and eighty-seven, as amended, under
4 the caption bicycles, the following new sections:
5 Section 187A. No bicycle, except one owned and
6 operated by a non-resident of this state, shall be
7 operated upon any public way or any sidewalk appur-
-8 tenant thereto, unless registered under section one
9 hundred and eighty-seven B, and unless the regis-

-10 tration plate therefor is attached and displayed as
11 prescribed.
12 Section 1878. The chief officer of the police de-
-13 partment of each city or town or his agents, or the

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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town clerk, or his agent, of such towns as have no
regular police department, shall upon payment to
him of a fee of fifty cents, accompanied by an applica-
tion therefor, register a bicycle owned by a resident
of his city or town who is over ten years of age
or by a non-resident of this state, shall, thereupon,
issue to the applicant a certificate of registration,
together with a registration plate to be firmly
attached to the handle bar, so constructed or de-
signed as to prevent or make difficult the theft
of the bicycle. Such registration plates shall bear
the first letter of the city or town where the owner
of the bicycle resides, together with a numeral or
numerals, starting at one. Such letters and numerals
shall be assigned to cities and towns in the order
of their population. The letters MS shall also ap-
pear on the plate. Every such registering officer
shall, each week, send to the commissioner of correc-
tion all applications for registration of bicycles on
which a certificate and registration plate have been
issued during the preceding week, together with a fee
of forty cents for each such registration. The regis-
tration of every bicycle shall be permanent except
that the transfer of ownership of a bicycle shall
terminate the registration, if any, thereof.
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Section 187C. The commissioner of correction,
or his authorized agent, shall design, prepare and
furnish to each officer or person authorized and
specified under section one hundred and eighty-
seven B to register bicycles, suitable registration
plates, suitable application blanks and certificates
of registration. Applications shall contain, in addi-
tion to such other particulars as may be required
by the commissioner, the name, address and age of
the owner, the name and serial number, if any, affixed
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by the maker of the bicycle and, if the owner is less
than eighteen years of age, the verification or ap-
proval of said owner’s parent or guardian. The com-
missioner shall cause to be kept a record of all
registration data and such data shall be available in
connection with official inquiries occasioned by the
operation of bicycles and their recovery in case of
theft.

49
50
51
52
53
54
00

56
Section 187D. Upon the transfer of ownership of

any bicycle its registration shall expire and the per-
son in whose name such bicycle is registered, upon
the filing of a new application and payment of a fee
of ten cents, may have registered in his name another
bicycle to which shall be assigned the registration
plate previously issued to him. Whenever such trans-
fer of ownership occurs and such person does not
desire to register another bicycle, the certificate of
registration with a notice, containing the date of
transfer of ownership and the name and address of
the new owner, together with the registration plate,
shall be surrendered to the registering officer. If a
registration plate is lost or so defaced that the num-
bers thereon are illegible, the owner of the bicycle
shall, upon surrender of the certificate of registration,
be assigned a new registration plate and certificate
upon the payment of a fee of fifty cents. The fee
for the preparation of a new certificate of registration
to replace one which has become lost or mutilated
shall be ten cents.
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Section 187E. The commissioner of correction
shall, beginning with the first week of the second
month this act is in effect, send each officer or person
authorized under section one hundred and eighty-
seven B to register bicycles, a list of bicycle registra-
tions made during the preceding month. During
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January of each year the commissioner of correction
shall issue, in a single volume, a complete list of all
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icycles registered during the preceding year and send80

sufficient copies of such lists to the police depart
ments and town clerks of the commonwealth.88

Section 187F. No person shall operate a bicycle,
the resident owner of which has not complied with
the provisions of this act concerning registration,
nor shall any person loan or use the certificate of
registration or registration plate on any bicycle other
than the one to which it has been assigned, nor dis-
play a fictitious plate thereon. Operators of bicycles
shall conform to traffic rules and regulations com-
piled by a conference board consisting of the com-
missioner of public safety, police commissioner of
Boston and the commissioner of education. First
named to be chairman.
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Section 187G. Violations by owners or operators
of bicycles who are not over eighteen years of age,
of any of the provisions of sections one hundred and
eighty-seven A, D and F, or rules or regulations made
by the conference board, shall, on complaint of
a police officer in any city, excepting the city of Bos-
ton, be heard and disposed of by a board of three
police officers named by the chief of police, comprising
a sergeant and two patrolmen, the first named to be
chairman. Sessions of such board shall be held
Friday evenings at police headquarters.
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The chairman shall designate one of the patrolmen
to act as clerk. For a first offence the operator shall
receive a warning by mail. A duplicate copy of the
warning shall also be sent to the parents or guardian
of the person complained of. For a second offence,
the cyclist shall be given a summons to appear before
the board for verbal warning. For a third or subse-
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quent offence, bicycle shall be impounded, under lock
and key, either in owner’s home, or the police station,
if bicycle is registered in his name. Such impounding
shall not exceed thirty days, except with the ap-
proval of parent or guardian, and provided, further,
that if the bicycle is impounded because the owner
has not complied with the law with regard to regis-
tration thereof, it shall not be released until lawfully
registered. In the city of Boston the police commis-
sioner shall appoint similar boards of police officers in
every police division, excepting division eight, to
hear and dispose of violations of regulations involving
bicycle owners not over eighteen years of age. Boards
of selectmen in towns shall act as a trial board to
hear and dispose of violations charged against cyclists
not over eighteen years of age. All complaints of
violations of bicycle regulations by persons over
eighteen years of age, shall be heard and disposed of
by the district court.
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Section 187H. The same authorities empowered
to register bicycles may issue a blank certificate
of registration to bicycle renting agencies. The
plates will be issued in conformity with the provi-
sions of section one hundred and eighty-seven B,
excepting that the fee for each bicycle shall be thirty-
five cents, twenty-five cents of which shall be turned
over to the commissioner of correction and the word
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“RENTED” shall appear on the plate. Renting
agencies shall not rent a bicycle to any child under
ten years of age to be operated on a public road.
Renting agencies charged with violating this last
provision shall be brought before the district court,
and if proven guilty, sentenced to pay a fine of from
twenty-five to one hundred dollars.
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