
HOUSE 1163

By Mr. Troy of Boston, petition of Francis J. Fay for legislation
to require the consent of a parent or guardian in case of marriage, or
application for a marriage license, by a non-resident minor. Legal
Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

An Act to require the consent of a parent or
GUARDIAN IN THE CASE OF THE MARRIAGE OF, OR THE

APPLICATION FOR A MARRIAGE LICENSE BY, A NON-

RESIDENT MINOR.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter two hundred and seven of
2 the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out
3 section seven thereof and substituting in lieu thereof
4 the following section:
5 Section 7. A magistrate or minister shall not
6 solemnize a marriage if he has reasonable cause to
7 believe that the male is under twenty-one or the female
8 is under eighteen, except with the consent of the
9 parent or guardian having custody of the minor;

10 provided that such consent shall not be required in
11 the case of a minor resident in the commonwealth,
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12 if there shall be no such parent or guardian of said
13 minor in the commonwealth.

1 Section 2. Section thirty-three of chapter two
2 hundred and seven of General Laws is hereby amended
3 by inserting after the word “consent” in line nine the
4 following: provided the applicants for the certifi-
5 cate dwell within the commonwealth, —so as to
6 read: Section 33. The clerk or registrar shall not
7 issue the certificate under section twenty-eight before
8 the time therein specified, except as otherwise pro-
-9 vided; nor to a male under twenty-one, or to a female

10 under eighteen, when he has reasonable cause to
11 believe the person to be under such age, except upon
12 the application or consent in writing of the parent or
13 guardian of such person, or by order of the probate
14 or district court under section twenty-five. If there
15 is no parent or guardian in this commonwealth com-
-16 petent to act, a certificate may be issued without such
17 application or consent, provided the applicants for
18 the certificate dwell in this commonwealth. Such
19 certificate shall not be issued if a parent or guardian
20 whose consent is required thereto has withdrawn
21 such consent by a writing filed with the clerk or
22 registrar.


