
HOUSE 1234

By Mr. Parker of Boston (by request), petition of Henry M. Landes-
man for legislation to require certificates from physicians that physi-
cal and blood test examinations have been made by parties filing
marriage intentions. Public Health.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

An Act requiring a certificate from a regular

PRACTITIONER OF MEDICINE, STATING THAT A PHYSICAL

AND BLOOD TEST EXAMINATION HAD BEEN MADE BY

BOTH PARTIES WITH THE FILING OF MARRIAGE IN-

TENTION.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter two hundred and seven of the General
2 Laws is hereby modified by inserting after section
3 thirty-seven, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edi-
-4 tion, the following new sections:
5 Section 37A. That all couples applying for a mar-
-6 riage license, shall present to the registrar of marriages
7 a certificate from a physician or clinic regularly
8 licensed by the state of Massachusetts to practice
9 medicine, stating that a physical examination and a
10 serological complement fixation or flocculation test
11 was made at a regularly approved laboratory, regis-
-12 tered under the laws of the commonwealth.
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13 Section 378. That when the blood test is positive
14 for syphilis in one or both the parties applying for
15 marriage, the physician is held on his honor, and
16 he must insist and see that treatment is instituted
17 at once, and that a faithful promise is made to carry
18 the treatment through until discharged by the doctor
19 or the clinic.
20 Section 37C. The registrar of marriages shall
21 merely state upon the marriage record stub that
22 a physical examination and a serological blood test
23 (naming the kind) was made by Dr. John Doe.
24 Section 37D. This law is to take effect two months
25 from date of passage.


