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By Mr. Snow of Natick (by request), petition of the Associated

Master Barbers of Massachusetts and others relative to prices charged
for services performed in barber shops, barber schools and barber col-
leges. Public Health.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

An Act relative to prices charged for services

PERFORMED IN BARBER SHOPS, BARBER SCHOOLS AND
BARBER COLLEGES.

1 Section eighty-seven Kof chapter one hundred
2 and twelve of the General Laws, which was amended
3 by section three of chapter three hundred and four-
-4 teen of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-six,
5 is hereby further amended by adding at the end
6 the following new paragraphs:
7 Whenever a petition for a minimum price schedule
8 for such services as are usually performed in barber
9 shops, barber schools and barber colleges shall have

10 been signed and submitted to the board by a group
11 representing at least seventy per cent of the owners
12 or managers of such barber shops, barber schools
13 and barber colleges of this commonwealth, the
14 board shall have the power to approve such schedule

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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and to declare and establish within such city or
town, by official order, the minimum price schedule
for any and all work or services usually performed
in barber shops, barber schools and colleges; pro-
vided, however, that any barber school or barber
college located in any city or town may give free
work to the public in order that the students may
have patrons on which to practice, and that any
barber school or barber college charging for service
or services must charge at least one third in the
junior department and two thirds in the senior
department of such agreed and approved minimum
price or prices for such service or services.
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Each city or town shall be deemed a separate
unit or area for the purposes of this section, and
no minimum prices fixed for any one area shall be
applicable to any other area.
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32 The board shall not approve any minimum price

agreement for any area except after first ascertaining
by investigation and proof that such price schedule
is just and will best protect the public health and
safety of such area.
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The minimum prices applying to each area shall
be sufficient to enable the owners and managers of
the said barber shops, barber schools and barber
colleges to furnish modern and healthful services
and appliances, so as to minimize the danger to
the public health incident to such work.

37
38
39
40

41
42

In determining reasonable minimum prices for a
particular area the board shall also take into con-
sideration the necessary costs incurred in main-
taining the business in a clean, healthful and sanitary
condition in such area.
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The board, after making such investigation, shall48
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have the power to determine as to what constitutes
a fair and just price schedule for any city or town
and shall fix, by official order, the minimum price
for all services usually performed in said district.
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If the board, after investigation, determines that
the minimum prices so fixed are insufficient to
properly provide healthful services to the public,
then the board shall from time to time have the power
to vary or refix minimum prices for such services.
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This amendment shall be known and may be
cited as the Barber’s Health Protection Amend-
ment, and its purpose generally is to protect the
public welfare, public health and public safety.
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It is hereby declared that unfair, unjust, destruc-
tive, demoralizing, and uneconomic trade practices
have been and are now being carried on in the opera-
tion of barber shops, barber schools and colleges,
and other places wherein barbering is carried on,
and that unfair competition exists between the
operators of such establishments to the extent that
prices have been reduced by such unfair competition
to the point that it is now impossible for the average
operator of such businesses, although working reg-
ularly, to support and maintain reasonably safe
and healthful services to the public.
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It is further declared that the conditions herein-
before enumerated constitute a menace to the health,
welfare, and reasonable comfort and safety of the
inhabitants of this commonwealth, and tend to the
transmission of disease.

74
75
76
77

78
Since such businesses affect the health, comfort

and well-being of the public, now, therefore, in order
to promote the public welfare, health and safety,
and to prevent the transmission of disease, and
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because there is a need for well-nourished, strong
and healthy persons to operate such businesses,
such businesses are hereby declared to affect the
public health, interest, and safety.
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It is further declared that the present acute
economic situation, being in part the consequence
of a severe and increasing disparity between the
prices for barber services in general and commodities,
which disparity has largely destroyed the purchasing
power of the operators of such businesses and
rendered them unable to obtain and use the indus-
trial and sanitary products so necessary in the
operation of such businesses, has broken down the
orderly performance of the duties pertaining to such
businesses and has seriously impaired and injured
the public health and safety.
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It is further declared that the danger to the public
health, safety and welfare is immediate, the necessity
urgent, and such as will not admit of delay in public
supervision and control in accordance with the
proper standards of barbers in general.
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