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By Mr. Brown of Abington, petition of Walter V. McCarthy for
legislation to make public assistance records confidential and to pro-
hibit the misuse of such records. Public Welfare.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

An Act to make public assistance records con-
fidential, TO PROHIBIT THE MISUSE OF SUCH RECORDS

AND TO CREATE A PENALTY FOR SUCH MISUSE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter one hundred and twenty-
-2 one of the General Laws is hereby amended by insert-
-3 ing after section four the following new section:
4 Section The department shall have the power
5 to establish and enforce reasonable rules and regula-
-6 tions governing the custody, use, and preservation
7 of the records, papers, files, and communications of
8 the state and city and town welfare departments
9 and bureaus of old age assistance. No other depart-

-10 ment, bureau or agency of the commonwealth or of
11 any political subdivision thereof, which under any
12 provision of law, is furnished with the names of recipi-
-13 ents of public assistance shall permit the publication
14 of lists of such names or make use thereof for purposes
15 not directly connected with public welfare assistance.
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1 Section 2. Chapter sixty-nine of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by inserting after section
3 twenty-six, inserted by chapter two hundred and
4 eighty-six of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-
-5 five, the following new section;
6 Section 26A. The department shall have the power
7 to establish and to enforce rules and regulations
8 governing the custody, use and preservation of the
9 records, papers, files and communications of the

10 department concerning deaf and blind persons.

1 Section 3. Chapter two hundred and seventy-
-2 one of the General Laws, as appearing in the Tercente-
-3 nary Edition, is hereby amended by adding at the
4 end the following new section:
5 Section Js. Any person who, except for purposes
6 directly connected with the administration of general
7 assistance, old age assistance, aid to the blind, or
8 aid to dependent. children, and in accordance with
9 the rules and regulations of the department of public

10 welfare, and in cases of aid to the blind of the depart-
-11 ment of education, shall solicit, disclose, receive, make
12 use of, or authorize, knowingly permit, participate
13 in, or acquiesce in the use of, any list of or names of,
14 or any information concerning, persons applying
15 for or receiving such assistance, directly or indirectly
16 derived from the records, papers, files, or communica-
-17 tions of the department of public welfare or any city
18 and town welfare department or bureaus of old age
19 assistance, and in cases of aid to the blind of the
20 department of education, or acquired in the course
21 of the performance of official duties, shall be punished
22 by a fine of not more than one hundred dollars.


