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By Mr. Whitney of Concord, petition of Otis M. Whitney and the
Massachusetts Child Council, Inc., for legislation relative to mental
and physical examinations of children before commitment as delin-
quents. Public Welfare.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

An Act relative to mental and physical examina-

tions OF CHILDREN before commitment as delin-

quents.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

Ctjc Commontoealti) of s©asoact)Uoetts

1 Section fifty-eight Aof chapter one hundred and
2 nineteen of the General Laws, as appearing in the
3 Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended by striking
4 out the first sentence and by inserting, in place thereof,
5 the following new sentence: On a day prior to the
6 determination to commit by way of final disposition,
7 to any public institution, or to the department, a

8 child adjudged to be a delinquent child, the court
9 shall cause such child to receive thorough physical
10 and mental examinations under rules and regulations
11 prescribed by the commissioner of mental health,
12 so as to read as follows: Section 68A. On a day
13 prior to the determination to commit by way of final
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14 disposition, to any public institution, or to the depart-
-15 ment, a child adjudged to be a delinquent child, the
16 court shall cause such child to receive thorough physi-
-17 cal and mental examinations under rules and regula-
-18 tions prescribed by the commissioner of mental
19 health. The court shall cause copies of the reports
20 showing the results of such examinations and of the
21 investigation made by the probation officer to be
22 forwarded to the superintendent of the institution
23 to which such child is committed or to the depart-
-24 ment, as the case may be, with the warrant of
25 commitment.


