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By Mr. Tobin of Salem (by request), petition of Frank J. Morrison
for a recount of votes cast for Representatives in the Eighteenth
Suffolk District and that he be declared one of the duly elected Repre-
sentatives from said district. Elections (House).

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of The Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts in General Court assembled.

The undersigned, a citizen of Boston, Massachusetts,
respectfully represents that at the state primary held
September 17, 1940, your petitioner was a candidate
for one of the two Democratic Nominations as Repre-
sentative to the General Court from the 18th Suffolk
District, from which district two Representatives are
elected at the State Election in November held bien-
nially, and in which district said nomination has been
for many years equivalent to election. That at the
time of said primary your petitioner was one of the two
elected Representatives from said district and was a
candidate for renomination to said office.

That the first count of votes declared your petitioner
nominated. That a subsequent recount of votes cast
was held and your petitioner was declared tied for one
of the two nominations. That the count of votes in said
recount was erroneous in that votes cast for your peti-
tioner were not counted; votes cast for your petitioner
were credited to other candidates who did not receive
them; that votes were credited to Michael Paul Feeney
and John T. Padden which they were not legally entitled
to; and ballots cast were missing at said recount which
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had originally been cast for your petitioner. That,
therefore, no tie existed for said office as was illegally
ruled at said recount.

Prior to said recount diverse individuals purporting
to act as a legal ward committee issued a circular that
was illegal, contrary to the laws of Massachusetts, and
fraudulently obtained votes for said Feeney and Padden
and lost votes for your petitioner. Said circular en-
dorsed the candidacies of said Feeney and Padden and
by inference condemned the record of your petitioner,
and was purportedly issued by a ward committee existing
in law.

After said recount this same group of individuals that
purported to be acting as a legal ward committee attempted
to discharge the duties called for by laiv of such ward com-
mittee by filling the vacancy caused by the alleged tie vote
being the same individuals that had already endorsed said
Feeney and said Padden and therefore, if having a legal
existence, being incapable of an unbiased and impartial
decision in the interests of the members of their party and
the electorate of the district.

That at no time during the entire year 1940 and
at the present time has the alleged group of individuals
been a legal ward committee of the Democratic Party
for the reason that the statutes of Massachusetts have
not been complied with, and therefore the election of
each individual to said committee is by the laws of
Massachusetts void, and said alleged committee is non-
existent in law.

Wherefore, your petitioner prays:
(1) That such action be taken, including a recount

of the votes cast and the testimony of all members of the
aforesaid alleged ward committee, as will determine the
facts in the case before your Honorable Body;

(2) That your petitioner be seated as Representative
from the 18th Suffolk District;

(3) In the event that your Honorable Body deter-
mines that justice and proper compliance with law re-
quire a special election, that the seats of the Representa-
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lives of the 18th Suffolk District now held be declared
vacant and a special election ordered.

(4) That such further action be taken as in the judg-
ment of this Honorable House of Representatives is
necessary to insure justice and protect the name, honor
and dignity of this Honorable Body.

FRANK J. MORRISON,
60 Westminster Street,

Hyde Park, Mass.




