
HOUSE No. 1408
By Mr. Howard of Westminster, petition of J. Philip Howard rela

tive to arrest for contempt in supplementary process and requiring 
that warrants for arrest be issued to persons qualified to make such 
arrest. The Judiciary.

C fje  C o m m o n t o e a lt b  o f Q ^ a g g a c b u s e tts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

A n  A ct  a m e n d i n g  t h e  l a w  r e l a t i v e  t o  a r r e s t  f o r

CONTEMPT IN SUPPLEM ENTARY PROCESS AND REQUIRING 

THAT ALL W ARRANTS FOR ARREST BE ISSUED TO PER

SONS QUALIFIED TO M AKE SUCH ARRESTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 The first paragraph of section eighteen of chapter
2 two hundred and twenty-four of the General Laws is
3 hereby amended by inserting after the word “ chapter”
4 in the third line the words: —  but no warrants or other
5 processes authorizing arrest shall be issued to any per-
6 son other than an officer qualified to make such arrest,
7 — so as to read as follows: —  Section 18. The court
8 may issue warrants for arrest and other processes to
9 secure the attendance of debtors or creditors to answer

10 for any contempt under this chapter, but no warrants
11 or other processes authorizing arrest shall be issued
12 to any person other than an officer qualified to make
13 such arrest. An arrest shall not be made after sunset
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14 unless specially authorized in the warrant for cause.
15 Contempt of court under this chapter shall be pun-
16 ishecl by a fine of not more than twenty dollars or by
17 imprisonment in the common jail for not more than
18 thirty days. A debtor or creditor in custody, charged
19 with contempt, shall be entitled to a speedy hearing
20 therefor, and the officer having him in custody shall
21 remain in attendance until excused by the court.
22 A debtor or creditor in custody, charged with con-
23 tempt, may be released by the court and the hearing
24 on the alleged contempt may be continued.


