
HOUSE No. 1427
By Mr. Lerche of Northampton (by request), petition of the North

ampton Legal Beverage Association that it be made unnecessary to 
place upon the ballot at the biennial state election the question of 
sale of alcoholic beverages when a city or town votes twice succes
sively thereon in the negative and twice successively thereon in the 
affirmative. Legal Affairs.

Cfie Commontoealtjb of e^assacfuisetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

A n  Act making it unnecessary, when a city or town 
votes twice successively in the negative or twice 
successively in the affirmative on a question 
concerning the sale of alcoholic beverages, 
so called, to place that question on the ballot

AT THE BIENNIAL STATE ELECTION EXCEPT UPON 
PETITION.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter one hundred and thirty-eight of the
2 General Laws is hereby amended by striking out
3 section eleven, as most recently amended by section
4 one of chapter two hundred and seven of the acts
5 of nineteen hundred and thirty-six, and inserting in
6 place thereof the following: —
7 Section 11. Except as hereinafter provided, the
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8 state secretary shall cause to be placed on the official
9 ballot used in the cities and towns at each biennial

10 state election the following questions: —
11 1. Shall licenses be granted in this city
12 for the sale therein of all alcoholic bever-
13 ages (whisky, rum, gin, malt beverages,
14 wines and all other alcoholic beverages)?
15 2. Shall licenses be granted in this city (or town)
16 for the sale therein of wines and malt
17 beverages (wines and beer, ale and all
18 other malt beverages)?
19 3. Shall licenses be granted in this city (or town)
20 for the sale therein of all alcoholic bever-
21 ages in packages, so called, not to be
22 drunk on the premises?
23 The following directions shall be placed on said
24 ballot immediately above the foregoing questions.
25 To obtain a full expression of opinion, voters
26 should vote on all three of the following questions: —
27 (a) If a voter desires to permit the sale in this
28 city (or town) of any and all alcoholic beverages
29 to be drunk on and off the premises where sold, he
30 will vote “ Y es”  on all three questions.
31 (b) If he desires to permit the sale herein of wines
32 and malt beverages only to be drunk on and off
33 the premises where sold, he will vote “ N o ”  on
34 question one, “ Yes”  on question two and “ N o ”
35 on question three.
36 (c) If he desires to permit the sale herein of all
37 alcoholic beverages but only in packages, so called,
38 not to be drunk on the premises where sold, he
39 will vote “ N o ”  on questions one and two and “ Yes”
40 on question three.
41 (d) If he desires to permit the sale herein of wines
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42 and malt beverages to be drunk on and off the prem-
43 ises where sold and in addition other alcoholic bever-
44 ages but only in packages, so called, not to be drunk
45 on the premises where sold, he will vote “ N o ”  on
46 question one and “ Yes”  on questions two and
47 three.
48 (e) If he desires to prohibit the sale herein of
49 any and all alcoholic beverages whether to be drunk
50 on or off the premises where sold, he will vote “ N o ”
51 on all three questions.
52 If a majority of the votes cast in a city or town
53 in answer to question one is in the affirmative,
54 such city or town shall, irrespective of the result of
55 the votes in answer to questions two and three,
56 be taken to have authorized, for the two calendar
57 years next succeeding, or until .January first next
58 after the biennial state election at which the city
59 or town votes otherwise, the retail sale in such
60 city or town of all alcoholic beverages to be drunk
61 on and off the premises where sold, in accordance
62 with the provisions of this chapter.
63 If a majority of the votes cast in a city or town
64 in answer to questions one and three is not in the
65 affirmative, but a majority thereof in answer to
66 question two is in the affirmative, such city or town
67 shall be taken to have authorized, for said calendar
68 years, or until January first next after the biennial
69 state election at which the city or town votes other-
70 wise, the retail sale therein of wines and malt bever-
71 ages only to be drunk on and off the premises where
72 sold, in accordance with the provisions of this
73 chapter.
74 If a majority of the votes cast in a city or town
75 in answer to question one and to question two is
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76 not in the affirmative, but a majority thereof in
77 answer to question three is in the affirmative, such
78 city or town shall be taken to have authorized, for
79 said calendar years, or until January first next after
80 the biennial state election at which the city or town
81 votes otherwise, the retail sale therein of all alco-
82 holic beverages but only in packages, so called, not
83 to be drunk on the premises where sold, in accord-
84 ance with the provisions of this chapter.
85 If a majority of the votes cast in a city or town
86 in answer to question one is not in the affirmative
87 but a majority thereof in answer to questions two
88 and three is in the affirmative, such city or town
89 shall be taken to have authorized, for said calendar
90 years, or until January first next after the biennial
91 state election at which the city or town votes other-
92 wise, the retail sale therein of wines and malt bever-
93 ages to be drunk on and off the premises where sold,
94 and also the sale of all other alcoholic beverages
95 but only in packages, so called, not to be drunk on
96 the premises where sold, in accordance with the pro-
97 visions of this chapter.
98 If a majority of the votes cast in any city or town
99 upon question one, two and three, or any of them,

100 is in the negative at two successive biennial state
101 elections, or in the affirmative for two such succes-
102 sive elections, that question shall not again be placed
103 upon the ballot at such election, except upon peti-
104 tion signed by five per cent of the registered voters
105 of said city or town filed with the state secretary
106 thirty days at least before such election. If the
107 result of the vote is then the same as that last taken
108 on the question, it shall not again be placed upon
109 the ballot, except upon petition as aforesaid. If
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110 the result differs, the question shall again appear
111 biennially until the city or town shall have again
112 voted in the negative or in the affirmative, as the
113 case may be, at two successive biennial state elec-
114 tions, when this paragraph shall again apply.








