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By Mr. Sullivan of Boston, petition of Arthur W. Sullivan for legis
lation to authorize certain guardians and conservators to make pro
vision for the burial expenses of their wards. Legal Affairs.

Cftc CommonUiealif) of Massachusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

An A ct t o  a u t h o r i z e  c e r t a i n  g u a r d i a n s  and c o n 

s e r v a t o r s  TO M A K E  P R O V IS IO N  F O R  T H E  B U R I A L  

E X P E N S E S  OF T H E I R  W A R D S .

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section forty-eight A of chapter two hundred and
2 one of the General Laws is hereby amended by
3 inserting after the word “ thereon” in the sixteenth
4 line thereof the words: — to any person who proves
5 to the satisfaction of the court that he has paid on
6 account of said funeral bills an amount up to one
7 hundred and fifty dollars, or, — so as to read as
8 follows: — Section !+8A. Upon application therefor
9 by a conservator or by a guardian of an insane per-

10 son or a spendthrift, whose ward is a resident of the
11 commonwealth, the probate court, after such notice
12 as it deems necessary, and a hearing, may authorize
13 him to deposit, for the purpose hereinafter stated,
14 in a savings bank, or in the savings department of
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15 a trust company, within the commonwealth, not
16 exceeding one hundred and fifty dollars, to be ex-
17 pended solely for, or towards the expense of, the
18 burial of his ward. Such deposit shall be made in
19 the name of the judge of probate for the time being,
20 and shall be subject to the order of the judge and of
21 his successors in office. The person making such
22 deposit shall file in the probate court a memorandum
23 thereof and the deposit book, and the amount so
24 deposited shall, for the purpose of the accounting
25 by such guardian or conservator, be allowed as a
26 payment. Upon the death of such ward, the probate
27 court may, upon application and after like notice
28 and hearing, authorize the payment of such sum,
29 together with any accrued interest thereon, to any
30 person who proves to the satisfaction of the court
31 that he has paid on account of said funeral bills an
32 amount up to one hundred and fifty dollars, or to
33 the executor of the will of such ward or to the admin-
34 istrator of his estate, to be expended by him only
35 for the purpose hereinbefore stated; provided, that
36 any balance remaining after the payment of such
37 expense shall become general assets of the estate.


