
HOUSE No. 1476
By Mr. Tobin of Salem (by request), petition of the Massachusetts 

Association of Boards of Health that the time be extended within 
which suits may be brought against cities and towns for expenses 
incurred in caring for persons sick with diseases dangerous to the 
public health. Public Health.

C ijc  C o m m o n to e a lti)  o f e ^ a s s a c in is c tts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

A n A ct  e x t e n d i n g  t h e  t i m e  w i t h i n  w h i c h  s u i t s

MAY BE BROUGHT AGAINST THE CITY OR TOW N OF SETTLE

MENT FOR EXPENSES INCURRED IN  CARING FOR PERSONS 

SICK W ITH DISEASES DANGEROUS TO THE PUBLIC 

HEALTH.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section one hundred and sixteen of chapter one
2 hundred and eleven of the General Laws, as appear-
3 ing in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended
4 by striking out, in the ninth line, the word “ tw o”
5 and inserting in place thereof the word: — four, -
6 so that the first sentence will read as follows: —
7 Reasonable expenses incurred by boards of health
8 or by the commonwealth in making the provision
9 required by law for persons infected with smallpox 

10 or other disease dangerous to the public health shall
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11 be paid by such person or his parents, if he or they
12 be able to pay, otherwise by the town where he has
13 a legal settlement, upon the approval of the bill by
14 the board of health of such town or by the depart-
15 ment of public welfare; but such expenses shall not be
16 recovered from a town liable therefor, unless pro-
17 ceedings to recover the same are commenced within
18 four years after the cause of action arises.


