
HOUSE No. 1658

By Mr. Parker of Boston, petition of Maurice J. Tobin (mayor of 
Boston) for legislation to clarify the assessment of taxes on real estate. 
Taxation.

Cfoc Commontoealti) of amassacfnioctts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

A n  A ct  clarifying the assessment of taxes  on real

ESTATE.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, therefore it is hereby de-
3 dared to be an emergency law, necessary for the im-
4 mediate preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section eleven of chapter fifty-nine of the General
2 Laws, as most recently amended by chapter one hun-
3 dred and seventy-five of the acts of nineteen hundred
4 and thirty-nine, is hereby further amended by strik-
5 ing out the words “ shall be held to be the true owner
6 thereof,’ ’ appearing in the sixth and seventh lines of
7 said section as amended, and by substituting in place
8 thereof the following: —  or the grantee named in an
9 unrecorded deed from the record owner, or the actual

10 owner, shall be held to be the true owner thereof for
11 the purposes of the assessment and collection of
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taxes, —  so as to read as follows: —  Section 11. 
Taxes on real estate shall be assessed, in the town 
where it lies, to the person who is the owner on Janu
ary first, and the person appearing of record, in the 
records of the county, or of the district, if such county 
is divided into districts, where the estate lies, as owner 
on January first, even though deceased, or the grantee 
named in an unrecorded deed from the record owner, 
or the actual owner, shall be held to be the true owner 
thereof for the purposes of the assessment and collec
tion of taxes; provided, that whenever the commis
sioner deems it proper he may, in writing, authorize 
the assessment of taxes upon real estate to the person 
who is in possession thereof on January first, and such 
person shall thereupon be held to be the true owner 
thereof for the purposes of this section; and provided, 
further, that whenever the commissioner deems it 
proper he may, in writing, authorize the assessment 
of taxes upon any present interest in real estate to the 
owner of such interest on January first, and taxes on 
such interest may thereupon be assessed to such 
person. Real estate held by a religious society as a 
ministerial fund shall be assessed to its treasurer in 
the town where the land lies. Buildings erected on 
land leased by the commonwealth under section 
twenty-six of chapter seventy-five shall be assessed to 
the lessees, or their assignees, at the value of said 
buildings. Except as provided in the three following 
sections, mortgagors of real estate shall for the purpose 
of taxation be deemed the owners until the mortgagee 
takes possession, after which the mortgagee shall be 
deemed the owner.


