
HOUSE No. 1692

By Mr. Hollis of Stoneham, petition of Harold E. Thurston and 
another for legislation to make certain changes in the laws relative 
to contributory retirement systems. Pensions.

C fje  C o m m c n t o e a lt i)  o f  ^ a o s a c f n is e t t s

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

A x  A ct m akin g  c er ta in  changes  in  the law s  r e l a 
tive  TO CONTRIBUTORY RETIREMENT.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section  1. Chapter thirty-two of the General
2 Laws, as amended, is hereby further amended by
3 striking out the words “ less than thirty nor ” wherever
4 they appear in the following sections: — section
5 four (1) (a), section twenty-three (1), section twenty-
6 four (1), section twenty-five (1), section twenty-nine
7 (1), section thirty (1), and section thirty-one (1).

1 Section  2. Section twenty-seven (1) of said chap-
2 ter thirty-two, as most recently amended by chapter
3 three hundred and sixty of the acts of nineteen hun-
4 dred and thirty-eight, is hereby further amended by
5 striking out subsection (e).

1 Section  3. Said chapter thirty-two, as so amended
2 is hereby further amended by inserting a new section
3 after section thirty-seven as follows: —
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4 Section 37G. Except as hereinafter otherwise pro-
5 vided and as provided in section thirty-seven D, no
6 member shall receive any pension or retirement allow-
7 ance from any other pension or retirement system
8 established under this chapter or be required to make
9 contributions to any other such pension or retirement

10 system, anything to the contrary in any general or
11 special law notwithstanding. A person employed by
12 two or more governmental units, each of which has
13 established a contributory retirement system under
14 this chapter, may become a member of the retirement
15 system of each such governmental unit and receive
16 a pension and retirement allowance therefrom. If
17 such a person so becomes a member of the retirement
18 system of two or more such governmental units the
19 treasurer of each such governmental unit shall with-
20 hold five per cent of the regular compensation due on
21 each pay day from his governmental unit to such mem-
22 her after he joins the system; provided, that if the
23 total regular compensation of such member from all
24 such governmental units exceeds fifty dollars per week
25 the deduction made hereunder by each such treasurer
26 shall be in the same proportion to fifty dollars that
27 such member’s regular compensation from such
28 governmental unit bears to his total regular com-
29 pensation, so that the total of all deductions made
30 hereunder shall not exceed five per cent of fifty dollars
31 per week; and provided, further, that in no case shall
32 the benefits received by such member be greater than
33 they would have been had such member’s total regular
34 compensation been received from one governmental
35 unit. The amount of retirement allowance to be
36 assessed on each such governmental unit under this
37 paragraph shall be computed actuarially as directed
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38 and in such proportions as may be directed by the
39 commissioner of insurance.

1 Section 4. Section thirty-seven E of said chapter
2 thirty-two, as most recently amended by chapter three
3 hundred and sixty of the acts of nineteen hundred and
4 thirty-eight, is hereby further amended by striking out
0 subsection (2) and inserting in place thereof the 
6 following: —
1 (2) An employee who is or may become eligible
8 under the provisions of any law relative to non-
9 contributory pensions to receive on retirement any

10 such pension, and who joins any contributory retire-
11 ment system, shall on retirement receive a retirement
12 allowance at least equal to that to which he would have
13 been entitled had he not become a member of such
14 contributory retirement system.

1 Section  5. Section thirty-seven F of said chapter
2 thirty-two, as most recently amended by chapter
3 three hundred and sixteen of the acts of nineteen
4 hundred and thirty-nine, is hereby further amended
5 by striking out said section and inserting in place
6 thereof the following: —
7 Section 87F. A member of any contributory retire-
8 ment system established under this chapter or similar
9 provisions of earlier law who, within five years prior

10 to becoming such a member or who immediately before
11 beginning his present employment was in the employ
12 of any governmental unit, subdivision or agency of the
13 commonwealth, other than that by which he is pres-
14 ently employed, for a period during which such other
15 unit, subdivision or agency had no contributory retire-
16 ment system, or during which he had inchoate rights
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17 to non-contributory retirement may, on or before
18 December thirty-first, nineteen hundred and thirty-
19 nine, or within one year after becoming such a mem-
20 ber, whichever is the later date, pay into the annuity
21 savings fund of the system of which he is a member an
22 amount equal to the assessments which he would have
23 paid during the period of his service with such other
24 unit, subdivision or agency, not exceeding ten years
25 immediately prior to his last separation therefrom,
26 if the system of which he is a member had been in oper-
27 ation in such other unit, subdivision or agency during
28 such period of service and if such service had been
29 rendered in a position subject to such system, together
30 with interest at three per cent, compounded annually,
31 for the period during which assessments would have
32 been so paid. Such payment may be made either
33 (1) in one sum, with interest thereon at three per cent,
34 compounded annually, from the date when he became
35 a member, or (2) by a deposit within said year of not
36 less than twenty-five dollars, and thereafter by equal
37 monthly instalments over a period of not more than
38 five years, but in no event to extend beyond the date
39 upon which he attains age sixty, such instalments to be
40 deducted with each regular deduction from his regular
41 compensation for the retirement fund, and to be in
42 such amounts that at the end of the period herein-
43 before referred to his total payments, with interest
44 thereon at three per cent, compounded annually, shall
45 have amounted to the sum which he might have paid
46 in full at the time of making his initial payment, with
47 interest thereon at three per cent, as so compounded.

1 Section  6. Section thirty-one I of said chapter
2 thirty-two, as most recently amended by chapter
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3 fifty-seven of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-
4 seven, is hereby further amended by striking out the
5 word "m ajority” in the second paragraph of sub-
6 section (2) and inserting in place thereof the words: —
7 two thirds.

1 Section  7. Said chapter thirty-two is hereby
2 further amended by inserting a new subsection (4)
3 after section thirty-seven E (3), as follows: —
4 Section 37E. (4) Any provisions of this chapter
5 to the contrary notwithstanding, any member whose
6 retirement allowance at the time of his retirement is
7 found to amount to less than four hundred and eighty
8 dollars per annum may at his option, instead of a
9 retirement allowance, withdraw from the system the

10 amount of his accumulated deductions with interest.
11 Nothing herein shall be interpreted to mean that a
12 person so withdrawing his deductions may continue
13 in the service of a governmental unit by which he has
14 been employed.

1 Section  8. Said chapter thirty-two is hereby
2 further amended by inserting a new paragraph after
3 the second paragraph of section twenty-nine (1), as
4 follows: —
5 An employee part of whose duties would classify
6 him in Group 1 and part in Group 2, as set forth in
7 section twenty-seven (4) and whose salary or wages
8 are paid from two appropriations shall, on attaining
9 the maximum age for retirement of employees in

10 Group 2, cease to perform any duties of such class.
11 If the major portion of his salary or wages is in com-
12 pensation for such duties he shall be retired forthwith
13 from all services for the city or town, but, if the major
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14 portion of his salary or wages is in compensation for
15 duties in a position classified in Group 1, he may
16 continue in such employment until age seventy.
17 When such person is retired he shall be entitled to a
18 retirement allowance on account of his service actuari-
19 ally computed for each group.






