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By Mr. Coyne of Boston, petition of Thomas F. Coyne for the 
appointment of special commission (including members of the Gen
eral Court) to investigate to what extent citizens are protected under 
policies sold by insurance companies incorporated outside the United 
States. Insurance.

C fje  C o m m o n to e a ltf)  o f ^ a s s a c fju s e it g

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

R e s o l v e  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a n d  s t u d y

BY A SPECIAL UNPAID COMMISSION TO DETERM INE TO 

W HAT E X TE N T CITIZENS ARE PROTECTED UNDER POLI

CIES SOLD IN THE COM M ONW EALTH B Y  INSURANCE COM

PANIES INCORPORATED OR CONTROLLED OUTSIDE THE 

UNITED STATES.

1 Resolved, That a special unpaid commission, con-
2 sisting of one member of the senate to be designated
3 by the president thereof, three members of the house
4 of representatives to be designated by the speaker
5 thereof, and one person to be appointed by the gov-
6 ernor, no member or person so designated being en-
7 gaged in the insurance business, is hereby established
8 for the purpose of making an investigation and study
9 to determine to what extent the citizens are protected

10 under policies sold in the commonwealth by insur-
11 ance companies incorporated or controlled outside
12 the United States. Said commission shall be pro-
13 vided with quarters in the state house or elsewhere,
14 shall hold hearings, and may require by summons
15 the attendance and testimony of witnesses and the
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16 production of books and papers relating to matters
17 under investigation. Any justice of the supreme judi-
18 cial court or of the superior court may, upon appli-
19 cation of said commission, compel the attendance of
20 witnesses summoned as aforesaid and the giving of
21 testimony before said commission in furtherance of
22 any investigation under this resolve, in the same
23 manner and to the same extent as before said courts.
24 No person shall be excused from attending and testi-
25 fying in the course of such investigation, or from
26 producing any books, papers or documents, on the
27 ground that his testimony or evidence, documentary
28 or otherwise, may tend to criminate him or subject
29 him to a penalty or forfeiture; but he shall not be
30 prosecuted or subjected to penalty or forfeiture for or
31 on account of any action, matter or thing concerning
32 which he may be required to testify or produce evi-
33 dence, documentary or otherwise, in the course of
34 such investigation, except for perjury committed in
35 such testimony. Said commission may expend for
36 legal, clerical and other services and expenses sums,
37 not exceeding, in the aggregate, one thousand dollars,
38 which sum is hereby appropriated from the general
39 fund or revenue of the commonwealth in advance of
40 final action on the general appropriation bill, pur-
41 suant to a recommendation of the governor to that
42 effect. Said commission shall report to the general
43 court the results of its investigation and study and
44 its recommendations, if any, together with drafts of
45 legislation or proposals for amendments to the con-
46 stitution, or both, necessary to carry its recommenda-
47 tions into effect, by filing the same with the clerk of
48 the house of representatives prior to the prorogation
49 of the current session of the general court.


